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‘Right Honourable,

The LORD

Gearge . Sdcéu,ﬂk.‘

-

My Lord,

O enumerate the many In«

. ducements I have to beg '
Your Lordfhip will condefcend to

honour the following Work with
your



DEDICATION.

yéur - Patronage, “would be giving
Your Lordfhif: the Trouble of pe-
tuling - 3 +fent Defcription of the
numerons - Accornphifhments which
Your Lordthip pofleffes in an emi-

nent Degree: iﬂlaﬂ"therefore, only
beg Leave; My Lord, tafpy, that
Your Lordfhs p’s early. Inclination
to epcourage the Sciences, and a
Genius adapted to-a more than orr
dinary Perfetion in them, are two
of the Motives, which give me
the pleafing Hopes of obtaining
the Honour which I moft -humbly

frie




DEDRDICATION.

{we for, - I dhall' omit {aymng any
Thing, My doyd, of the fhining
Qualities, which feem Heveditary

in Your Lordfhips Family, as well

as of the Dignity and Importance -
of the Charge with which His
Majelty has been pleafed to entruft
Your Lordfhip’s Moft Noble Father.
Neither will § “prefuime to trouble
Your Lordfhip with thefe Encomi-
ums, which are moft defervedly due
to the Vertues, whereby Your Lord-
fhip has gained the Admiration and
Efteem of the Polite and Ingeni-

ous




DEDICATION. | °
ous Perfons of this Nation: Be
pleafed then, My Lord, to per-
mit me to have the Honour of

fubfcribing myfelf, ;I
My Lard, :

a
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Your Lordfhip’s i
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Moft devoted, and ;

- Moit hum.blc ;
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PREFACE.

I thought it very fuitable to my Bufinefs,

‘when | met with fo good an Author-
as Monfieur L’A4bbat, on the Art of Fen-
cing; to publifh his Rules, -which in gene-
rel, will I believe be very ufeful, not only
as they may contribute to the Satisfa@ion of
fuch Gentlemen as-are already Proficients
in the Art, and to the better Difcipline of
thofe who intend to become fo, but. alfo in
regard that the Nicety and Exatnefs of
his Rules, for the moft Part, and their great
Confiftency with Reafon, may, and will in
all Probability, lay -a regular and good
Foundation for future Mafters, who tho”
accuftom’d to any ‘particular Method for-
merly prattifed, may rather chufe to pro-
ceed upon: the Authority' of an. excellent
Mafter, than upon a2 vain and miftaken
Confidence of their own Pertetibn, or up-
on an obftinate Refufal to fubmit to Rules
founded on, and -demonfltrated by Reafon.

Fon




11 PREFACE

For my Part, though 1 had my In-
{truétions: from the late Mry Hillary 711_1
of London, who* was (and' I think
great Reafun) efteemed a moft eminent
Mafter in his Time, I' tHoughit I “coul
not make'tbo'nicé a Scrutiny fnto my' Pt
feflion, by comparing Notes wath' Monfieut*
E'Abba, whith improved me i foified
Poinrs; and confirmed ‘me’ 11'dthers, to' nig”
no {mall’ Satisfaction, being’ wel  pédfuae:
ded, that, as'a Proféffor ' of this' Sefercs)-
it would have beefi ati unpardénable Fault:
in-me to deprive our Nationsof f{uch: an?
Improvement, either through Prejudice:to?
his, or Partiality to- my own Opinion.

THowv:GH I have already fard that:
Mr. L’Abbat’s'Rules are:nrce] reafenables
and' demonftrative; yet I' would not haves
it infery’d fromthence; that he' approvds of;
them all; a6 'réally’ effential to’ the Art of>

Fencing 5 thefe being fome whichii he-dods! W

rior‘approve  of,” and “which 'he> wowldi not)
~ have mentioned;- had they' nov: interfered>

with' his profeflion; by’ the! Pra&tice and!
Recommendation of fome Mafters, who be.

Ing
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inZ more capricious than knowing, were
fonder of the fhewy or fuperficial, than of
the folid Part of rhe gclence

VoL T1NG,; Pafling, and Lowering
the Body, are three things which Mr.
L’ Abbat difapproves of, 1a whieh Opinis
on [ joiny becaufe/the Sword being the
Inftrunient ‘of Defence, there ¢an “be  ne
Safety when thé proper Oppefition  of the
Blade 13- wanting, as it is 1n volting and
lowering the Bodv, and 1spaflinz, by rezs
fon of the'Weaknels of the;Situation, which
cannot produce a vigorous, Adion,

NoTwiTHSTANDING which,
there 13 a modern Mafler, who aflpon as

| he had feen this Book, and the Amtudq;

reprefepting voleng, pnﬂpmg, and lowqring
the Bedy, bezan dnd fhill continges. teach,
ing them to his Schelars, without conides
ring how unfafe and dangerous they are,

for want of the praper: Oppofition of e
Swerd when within Mealure, ln

- OF all Profeflions, that of Arms ha;: 0
a1l Ages, finge their Im‘eu{wn been eftee-
g B med
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med  the nobleft and moft neceflary 5 it be.
ing -by . them that the Laws preferve their
Force, that pur Dominions are defended
from the Encroachments of our Enemues,
and' ill defigning.‘People kept in the Sub-
je&ion due to their Sovereigns 4 and of all
Arms, the Sword 18 probably the moft
ancient ¢ It 18 honourable and ufeful, and
upon - Occafion, caufes a greater Acquifi-
tion -of ‘Glory than any other ¢ It is like-
wife worn by Kings and Princes, as an
Orpnament to Majefty and Grandeur and
4 Mark of their Courage, and dlﬁlngmfhes
the Nobility from the lower Rank of Men.

<11 "1s the moft ufeful, having tbe Advan-
tage of Fire Arms, 1n that 1t1s as well
defenfive as offcnﬁve whercas they carry
no' ‘Pefence with them; and it is far prefe-
rablé to Pikes and other long Weapons, not
only becaufe it'1s - more weildy and eafy of
Carrlage, but alfo by reafon of the Per-

fion to ‘'which Art has brought the Ufe
%e Small Sword ; - there being no 'Exer-
cife that conduces fo much as Fencing, to
ﬂrf;ngthen and fupple the Parts, and to give

the Bbdy an caly a.nd graceful Appearance.
THE

P sl ol R B .



PREFACE v’

THE Sword, fince 1t’s firft Invehtion,
has been ufed in different Manners : Fir"ﬂ';'
with a Shield or Buckler; Secondly, with’
a Helmet, and Thirdly, with a Dagger;
which is ftill ufed in Spain and  Ealy. - "Mr
Patinotrie, who taught at Rome, intrody-:
ced, and laid down Rules for the-1fe of
the Small Sword alone, which has fince
been much improved by the French and
our Nations, " " & N

A's the Art of Fencing ¢on(ifts in-attack:
ing and defending with the Sword, it 18
neceflary that every Motion and Situation
tend to thefe two principal Points, ‘7§z
In offending to be defended, and in defen-
ding to be in an immédiate Conditidn to
offend. | S

T H e K £ is no Guard but has it’s Thraf,
no Thiruft' without it’s-Parade, no’ Paradé
without 'it’s ‘Feint, no Feint “without 4%
oppofite T1pe or Motjon, no oppofite Time

“or Motion c‘f:n.n:' has it's ‘Counter, and -_tﬂcm

is ‘even a'Colintér fo thdf Couniter.” ' ™

b 2 SOME
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Sowm & injudicious Perfons have objee-
ted to Mr. L’sbbat’s. Manner of Fencing,
that it 1s too berautiful and sice, without
obferving that if it be beautiful, it cannot
be dangerous, Beauty copfifting 1n Rule,
and Rule 1n the Safcty of attacking and de-
fending.

| - IN- Fencing, there are five Figures of

) the Wnift, viz. Prime, Seconde, Tierce,
Quart and Quinte. The firft is of very
little Ufe, and the laft of none at all,

PrIME isthe Figure that the Wrift is in,
n drawmg the:Sword. Seconde and Tierce re:
quire one and the fame Figure of the Wrifl,
with this Difference only, that in Secande,
the Wrift muft be raifed higher, inorder to

oppofe the Adverfary’s Sword ; but in both
the(e ‘T'braflls the Thumb Nail muﬂ be tur-
ned dire@ly down, and the Edges of the
Blade of the Foil of an equal Height,

Qu AR T isthe handfomell Figure in
¥encing, the Thumb Nail and-the Flat of
the Foil being dire&tly up, and the Wnift

fup-
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fupported fo as to cover the Body bhelow
as well as above. In Quinte, the Wniff is
more. turned and raifed than 1n Quer,
which uncovers the Body, and weakens the
Point, and therefore 1s not ufed by the
skilful,

Som e Mafters divide the Blade into
three Parts, viz. the Fort, the Feecble,
and ‘the Middle. Others divide it imte
Four, viz, the Fort, the Half Fort, the
Feeble, and the Half Feeble ;. but to aveid
Perplexity, I divide it only into Fort and
Feeble; tho™ 1t may be divided into as ma-
ny Parts as there are Degrees of Fort and
Feeble to be found on the Blade.

THE Attitudes which are in the Book,
are copied exactly from the Originale 5 tho’
1 might perhaps have made fome Alterati-
ons, 10 my Opinion, for the better, yet I
chofe rather to leave them as they are, th;p
to runthe Hazard of fpn;lmg apy of Ih m:
1 have therefore left the {ame Bend in ﬂje
Foils as Mr. L’Abbat  vec mmnda ﬁ&d
far which be makes an Jf ﬂg in bis Pre-

fﬂﬁd’
NoRr
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" NoRr have I, in any of the Attitudes,
reprefented 2 ‘Left-handed Figure, becaufe
by looking thro’ the Paper on the blank
Side, they will appear reverfed, and con-
fequently Left-handed.

" MoNSIEUR L Abbat recommends the
turning on the' Edge of the Left-foot in a
| Lunge, as may be {feen by the" Attitudes.
‘ This Method indeed was formely praétifed
'by all Mafters; and would he very goad, if
their Scholars had not naturglly run into an
Error, by turning the Foot {fo much as to
bring the Ancle to the Ground, whereby
the Foot became fo' weak as to make the Re-
covery dlfﬁcult for want of afufﬁc:ent Sup-
port from the Left-foot, which, in recove-
ring, bears the whole We:ght uf the Bﬂd}’u
-Therefore I would not advife the turning
‘on the Edge of the Foot to. any but fuch as,
by long Pra&mc on the Flat, are able to
‘judge of the Strength of thelr Situation,
“and mnfequently, will not turn the Foot
"l:horc than is conﬁ[tent therewith.

11
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PR EFACE ix

[T may fometimes be neceflary to turn
on the Edge, on fuch Ground whereon the
Flat would flip, and the Edge would not,
if it were properly. turned; but even in
this Cafe, by turning it too mu(:h it would
have no Hold of the Terrace, and therefore.

would be as dangerous as keeping'it on the
Flat.

"THE chief Reafon for turning on the
Edge, 1s that the Length of the Lunge i3
greater by abeut three Inches, which a Man
who 18 a Judge of Meafure need never
have recourfe to, becaufe he will not pufh
but when he knows he 1s withinReach.

SomEe of the Subfcribing Gentlemen
will, perhaps, ‘be furprized, when they find
this Book publifhed in my Name, ' after ha-
ving taken Receipts, for the firft Moiéty of
their Subfcription, Money, in the Name of

Mr."-Campbell; to whom I am obhgcd for

his. Afiftance-in.the Tranflation, He ‘being
a better Mafter ‘of the French Tongue: than
I am. Indeed the chief Reafons why they
were not ﬁgned in'my" Name, are, Firft,
becaufe I ‘'was; " at: ;he Tunc of - tleeir- being
oAt ~ figned

= .'..L i . - '. "
" . . . =




X PREFACE

figned, a Stranger in this City, béing thet
Iately come from England. And Secordly,
feft I fhould meet w1th fuch Oppofition as
might perhaps have fruftrated my Defign
of publifhing this Book, I thought proper
fo conceal my being concerned 1n it, ’till

Mr. Campbell had fhewn the Tranflation

to all the principal Mafters in Town, and
gained their Approbation much 1n Favour
of it.

ERRATA.

4. Line 24, after Parts read of.  p.8 1. 24 for P
rallel Lines r. lLiﬂ:. 14. L. 16.for norr. unt p. 3.1, 14, for
bend r.bind. p. 28. 1. 1. for Flanconnde r. Flanconnade. p
¢f.1 9. ddle fnur }:. 39-. L. 4. for Bifengément r. Difep
ment. p- 490. other r. othess. p.41 1. 13. for Thr
rlMonunnrftmrtnﬂlruﬂ . 46.L 1, for or r. from. pr
La. for anr.ot. p. 49 L 8. d:l:m,.nd'rm. in the next 1.

.54 1.1 for greatet r. greater. p. 63.1. 1e. for Encmy f.
myl. o. I, 4. for your ¢. your. p. 72 I l for Parade ».
J-ﬂié 8. aft:r without put , p. 83 5. after Man
.fl; for o'r. to. p..1og.l. eh:m ploqal?ﬂ
bﬂnﬂlﬂl p. 298111, for thouahr though. p. 109.1.14.
li:rntpolithﬂ. r. blf tion.p, 122. 1.14. fer mcngérr aten-
der. p. 127. L 9. dele may. p. lgi.l 3. for Mox on r. Motion,
ihd.l.;.ddl[a P 434.).  for tho r.the.

ERRORS
Ia the Referencesto the Attitudes.

1'y. Lipe 38. refqrio the: 4d.Plare P. 18. L. 4
r:f:::g:u l‘}lﬂ sth Plate, I“"F a‘dﬁ for sth, read Gtﬁ

P. 24, L. 21. for 5th rud 'Ih. P. 26 I.. 8. refer 1o
the 7th Plate. RapiterS
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ArT of FENCING;

OR THE

LISE of the SMALL-SWORD.

CHAP L

OuRr A G E and Skill being often

Of ehufing and mounting s Blade.
of little Ufe without agood Wea-
pon, I think 1t neceflary, before

C I lay down Rules for ufing it,

to thew how to chufe a good Blade, and
how it ought to be mounted.

: T H E Length of the Blade ought to be
proportionable to the Stature of the Perfon

who is to ufe it : The longeft Sword, from
B Point
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Point to Pummel, thould reach perpendi~
cularly from the Ground to the Navel,
and the fhorteft, tothe Wafte; being large
in Proportion to its Length, and not ex-
tremely large, nor very {mall, as fome
People wear themj the over large Blades
being unweildy, unlefs very hollow,
which makes them weak, and the nar-
row ones being not {ufficient to cover the
Body enough.

. IN Order to chufe a good Blade, three
Things are to be obferved: Firft, that
the Blade have no Flaw 1n 1t, efpecially
acrofs, 1t being more dangerous {fo than
dength-way. Secondly, That 1t be well
tempered, which you’ll know by ben-
ding 1t againft a Wall or other Place; if
it bend only towards the Point, ’tis faul-
ty, but if it bend in a femicircular
Manner, and the Blade {pring back to
its Straitnefs, ’tisa good Sign; If 1t re-
mains bent 1t 1s a Fault, tho’ not fo
great as 1f 1t did not bend at all; for
a Blade that bends being of a foft Tem-
per, feldom breaks; but a {hff One be-
ing hard tempered 15 eafily broke. The
‘hird Obfervation 1s to be made by break-
ng the Point, and if the Part broken be
f a grey Colour, the Steel 1s good; 1f
t be white ’tis not: Or you may ftrike

he Blade with adimy or other Piece of

.".r-! = o= 'n" .J I F
= o
Y S ’\ﬁ ron,
N = ¢ =
N e TN ¥
B e e -
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Iron, and if it gives a clear*Sountlsthere
is no hidden Fault in it, In bendmng a’
Blade you muft not force it, what I have
faid being fufficient to know 1t by, befides
by forcing it, it may he fo weakened in
fome Part as to break when 1t comes to
be ufed.

I T would not be amifs for a Man to
fec his Sword mounted, becaufe the Cut-
lers, to fave themfelves the Trouble of fi.
ling the Infide of the Hilt and Pommel,
to make the Holes wider, often file the
(*) Tongue of the Blade too much, and
fill up the Vacancies with' Bits of Wood;
by which Means the Sword 1s not firm in
the Hand, and the Tongue being thin and
weak, 1s apt to break 1n Parrying or on a
dry Beat, as has been unhappily expe-
rienced. Care fhould alfo be taken that
the End of the Tongue be well riveted
to the Extremity of the Pommel, left the
Grip fhould fly off, which would be of
very dangerous Confequence.

Som E Men chufe ftrait E}lades, others
will have them bending a little upwards
or downwards; fome like them to bend a

—_—— ey

(*) The Iron at the End of the Blade that runs into the
Handle. :

B2 little
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little in the Fort, and others in the Feeble,
which 1s commonly called /e Tour de Bre-
teur, or the Bullie’s Blade. The Shell
fhould be proportionable in Bignefs to the
Blade, and of a Metal that will refift a
Point, and the Handle fitted to the Hand.

S om E like {quare Handles, and others
chufe round Ones; the fquare are better
and firmer 1in the Hand, but as this Dif-
ference depends on Fancy, as does alfo the
Bow, which 1n fome Cafes may preferve
the Hand, but may be a Hindrance 1n in-

clnﬁng, | fhall leave 1t . 1O the DECiﬁOI‘I
of the Kafhions.

CHAP. 1L
Of Guard.

Y Guard, s meant fuch a Situation of
all the Parts of the Body as enables
them to give their mutual Affiftance to de-
fend or attack, A Guard cannot be per-
fe& without a good and graceful Difpofition,
proceeding from a natural Proportion of the
Parts the Body, and an eafy and vigorous
Motion, which 1s to be acquired by Prac-
tice, and the Inftruction of a good Malfler.

AS
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A s In all bodily Excercifes, a good Air,
Freedom, Vigour, and a juft Difpofition of
the Body and Limbs are neceflary, fo are
they more efpecially 1n Fencing, the leaft
Diforder 1n this Cafe being of the worlt
Confequence; and the Guard beinz the
Center whence all the Vigour fhould pro-
ceed, and which fhould communicate
Strength and Agility to every Part of the
Body, if there be the leaft Irregularity
in any one Part, there cannot bethat A-
greeablenefs, Power of Defence, Juftnefs,
or Swiftnefs that is requifite.

I N order to be well in Guard, it 1s ab-
folutely neceflary that the Feet, as the
Foundation that conduces chiefly to com-
municate Freedom and Strength to the o-
ther Parts, be placed at fuch a Diftance
from each other, and 1n fuch a lineal Man-
ner as may be advantageous: The Dif=
tance muft be- about two Foot from
one Heel to the othery for if it were
greater, the Adverfary, tho’ of the fame
Stature, and with a Sword of equal Length,
would be within Meafure when you would
not, which would be a very confiderable
Fault, Meafure being one of the principal
Parts of Fencing, and if the Feet were near-
er together, you would want Strength,

which
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which is alfo a great Fault, becaufe 2

feeble Situation cannot produce a vigorous
Action,

TuE Line muft be taken from the
hindmoft Part of the Right ‘Heel to the
Left Heel near the Ancle. The Point of
the Right Foot muft be oppofite to the
Adverfary’s, turning out the Point of the
Left Foot, and bending the Left Knee o-
ver the Point of the fame Foot, keeping
the Right Knee a little bent, that it may
have a Freedom of Motion,

TH £ Body muft be upright, which gives
it a better Air, greater Strength, and more
Liberty to advance and retire, being fup-
ported almoft equally by the two Feet.
Some Mafters teach to keep the Body back
in Favour of Meafure, which cannot be
broke by the Body when’tis already drawn
back, tho’ it 1s often neceflary, not only to
avoid a Surprize, but alfo to deceive 2
Man of a fuperiour Swiftnefs who pufhes
2 juft Length : Therefore *tis much better
to_have the Liberty of retiring to avoid

the Thrufts of the Adverfary, or of extri-|

cating yourfelf by advancing towards him
and pufhing.( as I thall obferve in its pro-

per Place) than to keep the Bedy 1n one
Sitwation at a Diftance, which being fixed,
cannot deceive a Perfon who knows any

thing

™ = By =~ e
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thing of Meafure ; moreover, fuch a Re-
tention of the Body does not only hinder
the breaking Meafure with the Body, but
alfo the Left Leg is {o oppreffed with 1ts
whole Weight, that it would find 1t difh-
cult to retire upon Occafion.

TuE Elbows muft be almoft on 2
Line, and of an equal Height, that one
Shoulder may not be higher than the other,
and that they may be both turn’d alike;
the Left Hand muft be over againft the
Top of the Ear, the Hilt of the Sword
a little above the Hip, turning towards
Half Quart, the Thumb extended, prefling
the Middle “of the Eye of the Hilt, keep-
ing the Fingers pretty clofe to the Handle,
efpecially the little one, 1n order to feel
the Sword firmer and freer in the Hand.

B v feeling the Sword, 1s meant com-
manding the Fort and Feeble equally with
the Hand, 1n order to communicate to the
more diftant Part of the Blade, as well as

to that which is nearer, the Motion and
Ation that 1s requifite,

Tae Hilt thould be fitnated in the
Center, that1s to fay, between the uppér’
and lower Parts, and the Infide and Out-
fide of the Body, in order to be in a better
Condition to defend whatever Part ‘may

be
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be attacked. The Arm muft not bef{trait
nor too much bent, to preferve its Liberty
and be cover’d, The ~Parts being thus
placed, the Wrift and the Point of the
Right Foot will be on a perpendicular

Line.

T # £ Point of the Sword ought to be a-
bout the Height of, and on a Line with the
Adverfary’s Shoulder, that 1s, 1t muft be
more or lefs raifed, accordingas he is tal-
ler or fhorter: Some Mafters raife it to one
fixed Height, which would be very well if
all Men were of the fame Stature; but if
we confider the Difference in the Height
of Perfons, we fhall find 1t evidently bad.
"Tis to be obferv red, that according to the
Length or Shortnefs of the Blade, the Line
from the Shell to the Point is highfr or
lower, when the Height of the Point is

fix’d.

T u & Shoulder, the Bend of the Arm,
the Hilt, the Point of the Sword, the Hlp,
the Right Knee, and the Point of ‘the nght
Foot muft be on parallel Lines.

T u e Head fhould be upright and free
without Stiffnefs or Affectation, the Face
turned between fall and pruﬁie and ‘not
altaﬂ'ethcr full,” as many Mafters will'have
it, chat being a ‘conftrained and difagree-
able Figure. THE

O MO sy o ~
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Tu e Sight fhould be fixed on the Ad-
verfary’s, not only to obferve his Motions,
but alfo to difcover his Defign, it being
poflible to guefs at the intertor Defign, by
the extertor Aétion,

I T is neceflary to appear animated with
a brave Boldnefs, for nothing requires a
Man to exert himfelf more than Sword
in Hand 5 and 1t 1s as difficult to attain
fuch an Air of Intrepidity without much
Exercife, as 1t 1s to become perfeitly expert,

Cuapr. IIL

_ Of Pufbing Quart.

O puth Quart within, befides the Pre-
cautions of placing your felf to Advan-

tage, and of pufhing properly and {wiftly,
which 1s to be acquired by Pradtice and
nice Speculation, It 1s neceflary that the
Parts, 1n order to aflift each other in ma-
king the Thruft, fhould be fo difpofed
and fituated, as that the Wrift fhould
draw with it the Bend of the Arm, the
Shoulder, and the upper Part of the Fore-
Part of the Body, at the fame time that
the Left Hand and Arm fhould difplay
or {tretch themfegts out {martly, bending
one
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one of the Knees and extending the other,
which gives more Vigour and Swiftnefs
to the Thruft; and the Body finding it-
felf drawn forward by the {wift Motion
of the Wrift and other Parts, obliges the
Right Foot to go forward in order to {up-
port 1t, and to give the Thrufta greater
Length ; the Left Foot fhould, at the fame
Inftant, turn en the Edge, without ftir-
ring from its Place 3 whilft the Right Foot
coming {martly to the Ground, finifhes the
Figure, Exten%nn and Aétion of the Lunge.
This 1s the Order and Difpofition of the
Parts in making the Thruft, which fee in
the fecond Plate. At the Inftant when
the Wrift moves forward, 1t muft do three
things, turn, fupport and oppofe.

To turn the Wrft in Quar, the
ThumbNail muft be up, and the infide
Edge equal in Herght with the other, for
if 1t were not fo lngh the Thruft would
not be fo fwift, for want of Motion e-
nough, neither would the Body be fo well
covered, becaufe the Edge, inftead of be-
10g dlre&ly oppofite to the Adverfary’s
Sword, would fall oft with a Slant ; and
1f 1t were her it would make a Quint
Figure, which, by the exceflive Turn of
the erﬂ wnuld weaken the Thruil,

and by the unequal Turn of the Edges
would uncover the Body.

THE
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Tur Writ ought to be of a Height
fufficient to cover the Body withoat con-
tralting the Arm, which cannut be fix-
ed to a pamcular Height; for a (host
Man againft a tall one, fhuuld raife it as
high as the Head, which People of équal
Stature, or a tall Man againft a fhort one,
ought not to do.

W H e X the Oppofition is accontpanied
with fuch a Turn and Support of the
Wrift as will cover the Body, 1t is good,
but if the Wrift be carried too far in, you
not only lofe Part of the Length of "the

Thruft, but afo uncover the Outﬁde of
the Body, which are two very great Faults.

TH e Thruft muft be made on the In-
fide of the Right Shoulder, 1n order to
take the Feeble with your Fﬂl’f and that
you may be cavered bearing on the Ad-
verfary’s Sword, by which Means, the
Thrul}t will be well planred and you lefs
liable to receive one, which Advantages you
lofe by pufhing otherwife,

I N order to make the Thruft perfe&,
1t muft have its proper Strength and Sup-
port when planted: The Strength, 1s the

igour with which the Thruft is made, and
he Support is the Confequence of the Mo-

Ca tion
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tion of the Wrift, turning and bearing up-

wards, which makes the Foil to bend accor-
dingly, fixing itfelf ’till you retire.

T H E Foil may bend upwards in twn
Manners 3 the beﬁ Way for it to bend,
from the M:ddle towards the Button ; the
other Way 1s, when almoft all the Blade
makes a Semi-circle. The firft has a better
Effed, the Feeble being {tronger, the other
makes a greater Siow ; but the Point being

feeble, there 1s not the {fame Advantage 1n
the Thruft.

I~n all Thrufts, the Button fhould hit
before the Right Foot comes to the Ground,
and the Left Hand and Arm be f{tretched
out {martly, to help the Body forward,
and give more Swiftnefs to the Thruft:
The Left Hand fhould always be confor-
mable to the Right, turning to Quwarz or
Tierce, according to the Thruft. The Left
Hand and Arm ﬂmuld be on a Line with
the Thigh, and their Height a little low-
er than the Shoulder.

THE Body muft lean a little forward
before, to give the Thruft a greater Length;
the Hips muft not be fo much bent as at o-
ther Times; which weakens and fhortens
the Thruft, by the Diftance which the
lowering the Body caufes from the Height 1$f
the
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the Line which muft come from the Shoul-
der ; befides ’tis harder to recover, and
you, by that Means, give the Adverfary an

Opportunity of taking your Feeble with
his Fort, your Situation being very low.
The Front of the Body thould be hid by

turning the two Shoulders equally on a
Line,

THE Foot fhould go out ftrait; 1n
order to preferve the Strength and Swift-
nefs of the Thrufl, 1tmuft have its pro-
per Line and Diftance. The Line muft
be taken from the Infide of the Left Heel
to the Point of the Adverfary’s Right Foot;
If it turn 1inward or outward, the Button
will not go fo far, the ftrait Line be-
ing the fhorteft ; befides the Body would
be uncovered, for by carrying the Foot
inwards, the Flank 1s expofed, and by car-
rying 1t outwards the Front of the Body,
and the Body 1s thereby weakened; the
Prop and the Body being obliged to form
an Angle 1nftead of a {trait Line, from

the Heel of the Left Foot to the Point or
Button of the Foil.

I N order to know the Diftance of the
Lunge, the Right Knee being bent, muft
form a perpendicular Line with the Point
of the Foot 3 if the Foot were nat fo for-
ward, the Heel would be off the Ground,

and
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and the Body would have. lefs Strength,
and 1f 1t were carried farther the Body
could not eafily bend it felf, and corife-
quently could not extend fo far ; moreover,
1t would want Strength, being at too great
2 Diftance from the perpendicular Line of
the Foot and Leg, which are its Support,
and 1ts Recovery would be more difficult,

THE Foot fhould fall firm without
Lifting 1t too high, that the Soal of the
Sandal, or Pump, may give a {mart Sound,
which not only looks better and animates
more, but alfo makesthe Foot firm, and 1n
a- Condition to anfwer the Swiftnefs of the

Wiiil,

- C a » E muft be taken nor to carry the
Point of the Foot inward or outward, be-
caufe the Knee bending accordingly, as
well as a Part of the Thigh, goes out of
the Line of the Sword, and cnn{'ec’luently,
out of the Line of Defence, befides ’tis very
difagreeable tothe Sight.

TuEe Feet fometimes flip in the L unge,
the Right Foot fliding forward, or the Left
backward; the firft 1s occafioned by catry-
ing out the Foot before the Knee is bent,’
whereas when the Knee brings it forward,
it muft fall flat and firm; the other pro-

ceeds
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ceeds from the Want of a fufficient Suppor
on the Left Foot.

TH e Head fhould follow the Figure
of the Body ; when this 1s upright, that
fhou’d be fo to ; when theBody leans, the
Head muft lean; when you pufth within,
you muft Iook at your Adverfary on the
Outfide of your Arm, which 1s done with-

out turning the Head, by the Oppofition of
the Hand only.

Tu AT every Thruft may carry with
it 1t’s due Extent and Strength, the Oppofi-
tion of the Sword, the true placing of the
Body, and a Facility of recovering; you
are to obferve that the two firft are for Of-
fence, and the others for Defence.

EvERrRY Thruft muft have it’s jufk
Length, and carry with 1t a good Air,
a regular Situation, Vigour, and a due
Extenfion; See tbe 2d. Plate.

Of recovering in Guard,

Sfoon as the Thruft is made, you muft
recover in Guard, which is done ei-
ther by retiring out of Meafure, or only
to the Place from whence you pufhed 5 if
out of Meafure, ’tis doneby fpringing
;7 | - back
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back, or by bringing the Right Foot back
behind thc Left, and the Left behind the
the Right ; and 1f to the Place from whence
you pufhed, you muft parry if there’sa
Thruft made 3 and 1if not, you muft com-
mand the Feeble of the Adverfary’s Sword,
in order to cover the Side on which it 1s,
without giving an Open on the other Side,
which i1s done as you recover, by drawing
back the Body on the Left Foot; which
fhould bring with 1t the Right Knee, draw-
ing the Foot, with the Heel a little raifed
from the Ground, to prevent any Accident
that may happen by.the Badnefs of the
d'errace.

B v this Recovery, commanding the Ad-
verfary’s Sword, you either get Light 1f he
does not flir, or Time if he does, which
tnftead of being dangerous, as has formerly
been thought, 1s, by the Heslp of" Art, be-
eome advantageous,

ﬂ-—h‘--_:r-- m— g 5z S S —
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CHAP. 1V.
of the Parade of Quart,

O parry, fignifies, 1n our Art, to co-
ver, when the Adverfary pufhes, that
Part which he endeavours to offend ; which
is done cither by the Oppofition of the
% Sword,
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Sword, or of the Left Hand ; but as I am
now {peaking of the Sword only, I muft ob-
ferve; that 1norder to parry well with it,
you are to take notice of the Manner and
Swiftnefs of your Adverfary : By the Map-
ner, 15 ineant whether 1n %ﬁﬂrt or Tierce;
with his Fort to your Feeble, or with hig
Feeble to your Fort; and you are to ob-
ferve the Swiftnels of his Thruft, that you
may regulate your Parade accordingly.

W HE N a Thruft 1s made with the Fort
to your Feeble, which is the beft Waﬁ 3 you
muft, by raifing and turning the Hand g

little 1n  Quart, raife the Point, which
brings it nearer to you, and hinders the

Adverfary from gaining your Feeble, which
being raifed up 1s too far from him, and
makes it ealy for you to feize his Feeble,

[ ¥ the Thruft be made on the Fort, or

Middle of your Sword, you need only turn
the Hand a little 1n Quare,

[ ¥ after the Adverfary has puthed Quars,
he pufhes Seconde;, you muft parry with the
t Fort, bringing it nearer to you, and for the
greater Safety, or to avoid other Thrufts, of
the taking Time on your Return, you muft
oppofe with the Left Hand, which hinders
him from hitting you as he meets your

D Thruff,
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“Thruft, and from parrying it, for want of
having his Sword at Liberty.

T H & fame Oppofition may be made on
a4 Lunge in Quart, and to be more fafe
1n returning a Thruft or Thrufls, you muft
clofe the Meafure in parrving, which con-
founds the Enemy, who tinds himfelf too
near to have the Ufe of his Sword : Your
Sword, in parrying, muft carry it’s Point
lower and more inward than in the other
Parades.

IF the Adverfary makes a Thruft, with
fhortning or drawing back his Arm, or lea-
ving his Body open 3 you muft defend with
the Left Hand, and lunge ftraic on him,
unlefls you had rather parry with the Sword,
making ufe of the Oppofition of the Hand,
and clofing the Meafure, as I juft now ob-
{erved.

Y o U may alfo parry in difengaging, (*)
drawing back the Body to the Left, in order
to give the Hand Time and. Facility to
make the Parade.

(*) Iemnor of Opinion that the Body thould be drawn
back, except it be impoflible to avoid the Thruft without
doing it; all Parades being belt when the Body és not diforder’d,

THE
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THERE are feveral other Parades, of
which I fhall treat in their proper Places,
confining myfelf now to the moft effential.

CHAP V.

of -puﬂ::'rrg Tierce without, or on
the Outfide of the Sword.

N order to pufth Tierce well, the Hand

being gone firft, raking the Feeble with
the Fort, turning down the Nails, and the
Wrift a little outwards, not too high or
low ; 1n order not to give Light above or
below, the Body muft bend more forward
and inward thanin .Q:mrr . the Left Hand
fhould extend itfelf 1n Tierce, becaunle it
aught, 1n all Cafes, to beconformable with
the Right, except that it 1s lower, . When
you pufh Tierce, you fhould look within
your Sword : As to the Feet, they muflt be,
in every Lunge, on the {ame Line, and at
the fame Diftance.

TH e Rules I have laid down for reco-
vering in Quarez, will ferve alfo 1n Tierce,
but of the contrary Side.

D 2 Parade

L
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Farade of Tierce.

TO parry a Thruft made with the
’ Fort to the Feeble, yon muftturn

the whole Hand, carryingit a little out-
ward, raifing the Point, 1n order to avoid
the Adverfary’s takinz your Feeble, and at
the fame time to take His. See the 42b Plate.

I ¥ a Thruft be made on the Middle, or
Fort of your Sword, you need only turn
the Hand, ¢arrying all the Blade equally
eutwards, Some Mafters teach to parry
this Thruft with the Hand 1n Quart, which
1s very dangerous if the Enemy pufhes
Quart over the Arm 1n the Fort, or Quart
within, 1in the Feeble, there being an O-
pening 1n one, as well as the other Cafe; be-
{ides the Point 1s too far from the Line, to
make a quick Return,

T o avoid the Return of a Thruft when
you have puthed Tierce, and that the Ad-
verfary, in parrying, has gained your Fee-
ble; you mull, by raifing and oppofing
with the Fort, bring the Pommel of your
Sword on high 5 fo that the Point be down«
wards; whereby lus Point will be be near

your
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your Left Shoulder, and you, not only a-
void being hit, but you may make a Thruft
at the fame time, by oppofing with the
Left Hand, and for the greatér Safety, you
muft return on the Blade, and pufh ftrait,
without quitting it. See the. 5th Plate,

WH E N a Thruft is made in Tierce, ups
on the Blade on the Feeble, or by difen-
gaginga tho’ the ﬁl_'ﬂ 15 _tmore eafily parry-
ed, you muit yeild the Feeble, oppofing
with the Fort, 1n order to guide the Ad.
verfary’s Sword to the Place the meft con«
venient for the Oppofition of the Left Hand,
and -clofing the Meafure at the fame timhe,
you have an Opportunity, befor¢ he canre«
cover, to hit him feveral times; which
muft be done by advan¢ing on him, as fafk
as he retires.  See the stb Plate. '

Y ou may alfo party by difengaging,
drawing the Bedy back. The Rnurnﬂlﬁ;
ealy, by puthing Quart; and to avoid @
fecond Thruft from the Enemy at the Time

of your Return, you muft oppofe with
| the Left Hand.” Sea ¢be s2h Piinte. ;3 4

CHAN
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CHAP VL
Of pufbing Seconde.

N pufhing under, the Hand muft be
- turned In Seconde, as high as 1n Quart,
and more within than 1n Tierce 3 the DBo-
dy fhould be more bent, lower, and more
forward than 1n thrufting Tierce, and the

Left Hand lower., See the s5th Plate.

SECoN D E ought not to be pufhed,
but on the following Occafions : Firft, when
an Engagement, Feint or Half>Thrufl, 1s made
without, that the Adverfary at one of thefe
Times parrys high. Secondly, when your
Adverfary engages your Sword on the
QOutfide, with his Hand raifed high ; or oo
the Infide, with his Feeble only; and
thirdly, upon a Thruft or Pafs, within or
without.

T H E Recovery in Guard, fhould be in
ﬁ_ﬂdrt within the Arm, though moft
afters teach to recover on the Outfide,
which takes much more Time, and though
the Seconde 1s 1ndependent on the Side, it
is nearer to the Infide than to the Qutfide;
becaufe the Adverfary carries his Wriit to
the
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the Outfide, when he gives an Opportu-
nity of making this Thruft; therefore you
ought to return to his Sword 1in the fhorteft
Time, in order to be fooner on your Guard.

If you examine this Parade, you willfind

it 1s the only Means of recovering with
Safety.

W H A T introduced the Manner of re-
turning to the Sword on the Outflide, was
the falfe Method formerly ufed in Earrying
the Seconde, by beating on the Blade:in

ierce, with the Point downwards; fo that
he Adverfary not being able to return but
above, there was a Neceflity for returning
to the Sword on the Outfide 1n order to
defend ; but the Parade and Return being
no longer the fame, the Manner of retur-
ning to the Sword muftalfobe different.

C HAP VIL
The Parades of Seconde.

Econde may be parryed three Ways,
%) Firft, according to the antient Man-
ner I juft now defcribed, which 1s done by
Semi-circle on the Infide, with the Hand
in Tierce, the Point low, almoft on a Line
vith the Wrift ; but the Greatnefs of the
_- | - Motion
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Motion does not only render it difficult to
parr%' the Throft, but ftill harder to parry
the Feint of the Thruft and come up again;
befides the Ri/poff 1s dangerous; becaufe it
requires a long Time to raife the Point,
which 1s almoft as low as the Ground, to
the Body; in which Time, the Adverfary
has not only an Qpportunity of parrying
the Thruft, but alfo of hitting you whilit
you are bringing up your Point.

SECON DL Y, Seconde may be parryed
bg' making a Half-circle on the Outfide,
the Wriftin Qwarz, as high as the Shoulder,
the Arm exrended, and the Point very low.
See the 7th Plate. It 1s lefs dangerous, and
more eafy for the Rifpofl than the former,
which muft be made afloon as you have
parryed, by puthing ftrait in Quart, which,
the Adverfary having pufhed under, can
hardly avoid, but by yeilding, and bat-
tering the Sword. See rbe sab Plate,

T o this Manner of ' parrying Seconde,
there is but one Oppofite, which 1s done by
feinting below, and as the Adverfary js
going to etofs your Sword, 1n otder to pt‘;ﬁ,
you muft diféengage by a little Circle, -
the Hand in Seconde, which preventing the
Enerny’s Sword, grves an Qpportunity of hit-
ting m aboeve, if the Wnft is lower than
1 have obferved, ot in Flanconnade, l{;{ 1‘1!'{:

. ri
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Wrift 1s high. A Man that parrys below,
in order to avoid this Feint, muft redouble
his Circle to meet the Blade. This Parade
is beft in recovering, after having pufhed,
not only to avoid the ftrait or low Rifipoft,
but alfo any Feint or Thruft.

T HE third and beft Parade, 1s made
with your [ort to the Middle of the Ad-
verfary’s Sword, the Wrift turned 1n Quarz,
but a little lower: The Rifpoft of this Pa-
rade 1s very good, when you know how to
bend the Sword upon the Rifpofl; and it
cannot be parryed without returning to the
Parade that I have lhere before defcribed,
and which, 1 believe, 1s peculiar to myfelf.

T H 15 Parade 1s by fo much the more
advantageous, as the Rifpoft 1s eafy, the
Sword being near the Adverfary’s Body,
which makes 1t more difficult for him
to avoidyou 3 befides, by this Parade, you
are 1n a better Condition to parry, not only
a Thruft below, but alfo any other Thrufts
and Feints, the Sword being near the Situa-
tion of Guard.

CHAP
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CHAP VIIL
Of Quart under the Wrift.

H 1's Thruft fhould not be made but

. inftead of Seconde, that 1s to fay, on
an Engagement, Parade, or Lunge of the
Adverfary in Quart.

THE Wnft muft not be fo much tur-
ned up, nor fo high as 1in Quart within;
the Body fhou’d be more inward, and ben-
ding more forward.

I N  cafe the Adverfary pufhes %ﬂﬂrr,
in order to take the Time, you muft lunge
the Foot fltrong inward, to throw the Body
farther from the Line of the Adverfary’s
Sword.

I N recovering from this Thruft, the
Wrift muft be 1n Tierce, and the Sword
without the Enemy’s, whilit the other Parts

take their Situation,

T # E Parade of this Thruft 1s made by
a Half-circle of the Sword within, the Wriit
raifed in Quart, and the Point low.  See
toe 7tk Plate.

CHAP
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CHAP IX

Of Flanconnade,

H1s Thruft is to be made ohly in

engaging or rifpofling, when the Ad-
verfary carries his Wrilt too far inward, or
drops the Feeble of his Sword ;' then you
muft prefs a little within, and with your
Feeble on his, inorder to lower 1t, and by
that means get an Opening 1n his Flank,

T u E Body, in this Thruft, is not fo

ftrait as 1n Quwart within, tho’ the Arms
are, See the 8tb Plate,

I T 13 neceffary to oppofe with the Laft-
hand, 1n order to avoid a low 'I‘thu%;:n
our engaging, pufhing or rifpofling. 18
ithc la%l %h%ulf of thge Fi-v‘f\irﬂhii are to
be made inour Art. The firlk is Quam
within the Sword, the fecond Tierce with-
out the Sword, the third Seconde under the
Sword, the fourth Quart under the Sword,
and the ﬁfth, Flanconnade ; and there 1s
not any Attack, Thruft, Feint, Time, or
Rifpoft in this extenfive Art, but what de~
pends offone of thefe.

. THE
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T u £ Recovery from Flanconnde, thould

be the fame as from Quwart within the
Sword.

FLANCONNADE 15 generally a-
voided by taking the Time in Seconde, with
the Body low ; the Hand muft oppofe to fhun
the Thruft, and hit the Adver{ary at the
fame time. Inftead of pufhing at the
¥lank, you fhould puth within the Body,
oee the 8th Plate,

_BEs1DES the taking Time 1n Seconde,
there is another very good Parade, very lit-

tle pra&ifed in Schools; either becaufe few:

Mafters know it, or becaufe it 1s more dif-
ficult to execute it juftly. This Parade 1s
made by lowering the Adverfary’s Sword,
bringing it under your’s to the Infide, and
parrying a- little lower on the Feeble of
his Sword, you make your Rifpoft where
be intended his Thruft, that 1s to fay 19
the Flank. i

[ .
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CHAP X

Of Paradey,

T He R £ atetwo Sorts of Parades, the
one by binding the Blade, the -other
by a dry beat. The binding Paradeis to
be ufed when you are to rifpoff in Quart
within, in Tierce without, 11 Seconde un-
der, in Flanconnade, and 1in all Feints:
And the dry Beat, giving a favourable Op-
portunity of rifpofling, 1s to be ufed when
you rifpeft to a Thruft in Seconde;’ or
when after having parryed a Thruft in
Quart within, you fee an Opening under
the Wnift. To tgefc two Thrufts, you mufk
rifpoft almoft afloon as the Adverfary pufhes,
quitting his Blade for that Purpofe, which
is to be done only by a {mart Motion, joi-
ning again immediately, in order to be- in
Defence if the Adverfary fhould thrufk - -

THERE are three Things more to be
obferved in parrying. Firft, that you
are to parry all Thrufts with the inmoft
Edge, except in yeilding Parades, which
ar¢ made with the Flat. Secondly, that
your Fort be to the Middle, and your Mid-
dle to the Feeble of the Adverfary’s Sword.

And
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And Thirdly, that your Situation be as
near to Guard as poffible, as well to a
void the Feints mare eafily, as to favour

your Rifpofi.

The Rifpofts.

I N order to rifpoff well, you muft ob.
ferve the Adverfary’s Time and Recovery
in Guard. The Time 1sto be taken in the
Thrufts of Oppofition when he 1s recove-
ring, and the other affoon as you have par-
ryed. There are three Ways of rifpofling
on the Adverfary’s Recovery i1n Guard:
When he does not come enough to the
Sword, or not at all: The Second, when
he comes too much, and the Third, when
his Recovery and Parade are juft. To the
firft, you muft rifpof? ftrait; to the fecond
by difengaging, or cutting over or under,
according as you fee Light 5 and to the laft,
by making a ftrait Feint or Half-thruft, to
ogligc the Adverfary to come to the Parads,
and then pufhing where there 1s an Open-
ing, which 1s called baulking the Parade.
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Cuapr. XL
/

Of the Demarches, or Manner of «d-
vancing and retiring.

O s T of the Faults committed 10 ma-

king Thrufts when the Meafure 1s to

be clofed, proceed from the Diforder of the

Body, occafioned by that of the Feet, fo that

for want of moving well, you are not only

in Danger of being taken on your Time,

but likewife you cannot execute your

Thrufts neatly, juftly, nor f{wiftly; the
Body being difordered and weak.

THE R E are ten Demarches in Fencing;
four 10 Advancing, five in Retiring, and
one to turn your Adverfary, or hinder him
from turning you.

THE firft Demarche in advancing, 1s
made by lifting and carrying your Left-foot
the Lengthof your Shoe before the Right,
keeping it turned as in Guard, with the
Knee bent; lifting up the Heel of the Righte
foot, leaning the Body forward, which, on
this Occafion, gives it more Strength and
a better Air; then carrying the Right-foot
about two Foot before the Left, in order

to

%




[32]
to be in Guard, which is done by a fmart
Beat of the Right-foot,

T H E fame Demarche 1n retiring, is made
by lifting and carrying the Right foot the
Length of the Shoe behind the Left, with
the Knee a little bent, then carrying the
Left-foot on the Line,and to the Diftance
of- Guard. '

T H g fecond Demarche 1s called clofing
the Meafure; which is done by lifting
and ad vancing the Right-foot a bout a Foot
with a Beat, drawing the Left the {ame
Length 3 becaufe by drawing it more or lefs,
you would lofe your Strength or your Mea-
{ure, which few People have . obferved.

THE R E 15{uch a Demarche backward,
which 1s called breaking Meafure ; which
is done by lifting and . carrying the Left-
foot a Foot back, drawing or bringing back
the Right in Proportion, according as the
Ground Wwill permit.

I ¥ the Ground be uneven, or that you
have a mind to furprize an unskilful Mas
by gaining Mealure unperceived; or' to ob-
Yige one, a little expert, toputh at the time
you advance your Body ; youwmuift, I fay,
if your Adverfary is unskilful, bring the
Leftfoot movelor-lefs near the Righe, as you
L arc
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are more or lefs out of Meafure, which
gains moré Ground, and lefs vifibly than
the foregoing Demarche, and is more favou:
rable to your Thruft : If your Adverfary is
a little expert, and pufhes on this your ad-
vancing you muft bring back the Left-foot
to 1t’s Place, and he will be out of Mea-
{ure, tho’ by Means of his Lunge you will
be well in Meafure, which 1sa great' Ad-
vantage,

T HE fame Demarche may be made in re-
tiring, where, the Ground 'is uneveh, “lift-
ing the Right foot, bringing it near the Left,
and putting back the 'Le'ft'gn‘IGuard. |

T o make 2 Thruft in three Motions,
being out of Meafure ; you muft make 3
double Beat, which i done by a fumall Beat
of the Right-footin the fame Place; begin-
ning 1mmediately with. the fame Foot.to
clofe the Meafare, '

THe three Ways of retiring which' 'l
have fhewn, are done from the Situation in
Guard.  The two which are done after a
Lunge are, firft by liftghg ‘and bringing the
Right-foot back from the Place of the Lungs
behind the Left, and then carrying the Left
behind the Right, in ordér ro be in Guard.

K The
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e late. Monfieur Delatouebe, and Mon.

eur De Liancour, found this Demarche bet-

ter than the following one, tho’ it has not
been fo generally ufed.

.. T H g {econd Retreat after having pufhed,
1s made by drawing back the Right-foot a.
bout the Length of the Sheoe, bending the
Knees, in order to be in a Condition to chace
or drive back the Left-foot with the Right,
keeping the Hams very fouple, the Body
free, and. the: Sword before you 5 not only
that. you may {p inﬁ the farther, but alfo tq
be n a better i’n ure of Defence, The
Point of the Right-foot fhould.come downq
firft, leaning immediately after on theHeel 3
the Lefe foot mufl fall anthe Line at the
Plﬁ;ncc,-and 1 the Situation in Guard, as

before obferved, in order to be ready tQ
take the Time, or to inake a Rifpgft.

- THE two Mafters that I have quoted,
condemned this Retreat very much, efpeci-
ally Monfieur De- Latonshe, who. fays in
pringing back, three; Motjons are necejlary ;
irft to draw back the B.igh;—}dm an Guard,
fecondly to bend the Knee, and Lh'idgy t
chace or fly back. Any. Mafter who.wa
confider this Matter, will find; thar tlie
fhould be but two- Mottons, it heing ¢
to bend the Knees and draw back'iﬁ:iigh -
foot at the fame time, 3
: E-

,"'
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Bestpes, his Rule for (pringing back
15 falfe; for by drawingthekf’pgbt- oqt pack’
fo far asin Guard, you lofe Time, the firfE
Motion being too long, and.thé Feet being
{0 clofe together, the Body has not {ufficient:
Strength, and conifequently cannot go fo far,
From this it 1s plain that three Motiotls ate
not neceflary for {pringing back, there being
buttwo 1n all. He, hkewife fays that the
leaping back, requires fuch an Effort, that
}?nu have not Power to parry; but éxperi-_
ence fufficiently fhews that you may eafily
ggrrg and {pring back. ' Indeed on a movihg
and, ot flippery Ground, 1t 18 very diffi-
cult to leap back; and'if we confider things
rightly, we cannot find out” Purpofe anfwe-
fed ar all Times and Placés; and tho' the
firlt Retreéat that I recommended, and which
thefe Gentlenien efteemed, 15" very good,
et if you are followed clofaly, 1n-retreating
thus, as the two Steps do not place you ag
fo greata Diftance, by much, as the {pring-
ing back, {mi' may be.putto.a N#'HPEH by
3 Redouble, ¥ =

" WHEN you know the juft Léngth t}!
your Advérfary’s Thruft, you may break or
fteal out of Meafure, by leaning” back ché

Body, withour fltirring the Foot.

F 2 IR
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1 ¥ in the Field, you have the Difadvane
tage of the Ground, the Wind, or.the Sun,
or that in a School, you are expofed to toq
much Light, or pufthing with an awkard
Man; 1n order to obviate thefe Inconveni-
encies, you muft go round him, which may
be done within or without according 3s you
have Room.

T H E Turning muft be done out of Mea-
fure, and with great Caution: When ’tis,
within your Sword, you muft begin with
vour Left-foot, carrying it to that Side, and
then bring the Right- foot to 1t’s proper Line
and Diftance; and if your Adverfary turns
on the Qutfide, you mufl carry the Right.

foot to that Side, and the Left in Guard,
as well to avoid his Thrufls, as to lay hold
on every favourable Opportunity, in cafe he.
fhould perfift in his Demarcbe.

Y ovu fhould never give Meafure but to
your Inferior: Giving Meglure, 1s when
the Body and Feet advance too much, or i1p
Diforder ; or advancing before you are well
fituated, although correted 1n the De-
marche, or advancing when you are near
enough, except you be much fuperior, tQ
the Enemy,

THE
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T # & Meafure fhould be given to ob-
lige the Adverfary to pufh, in order to get
an O _purtunity of taking the Time, ar of
ﬂﬁuﬁn‘g. _

C H AP Xl
Of Difengagements.

H e R e is nothing more nide, oF
b more ncccﬂ"ary in Fencing, than Dif
engagements ; the” nicelt Motion, being the
{mootheft and fineft, and the moft neceffary,
there ‘being but few Thrufls” where you
eught not to difengage, and to feveral, more
than once; and there 13 no better Means of
avoiding the Advantage that a ftro
has when he prefies on your. Sword.” -

I¥ we confine ourfclm,'-ﬁn'&z; to the
1a

Meaning of Difengageéments, we fhall find
it" to be of three: Sorts’; ~which ‘are, “apo
the Blade, over the Pomt, and under ths
Wrift: But as this might be too intricaté
Leflons, and a Learner miftake one f
anather ; none fhould be called a %
gagement, but that which is made on'
I_adc y and thuugh the others are, in c“
Difengagements, efpecially that over the

Point,




Point, which 1s done clofer than thofe u
thte Wrift; yet they are diftingithed frn
Etﬁengageme!ﬂs , by calling i:‘hcm Cutts ove ﬂ}

Poift, and under the Wrift, accordl ug
as they are ufed.

IN order to difengage and pufh from
the Outfide tophe Infide, beinz 1n Guard
towards half Quart 5 the Wr muft be rai-
fed a little at the Time that you lower your
the Point #nd ¥aife. it again, which fhoald
be done as clofe as paofiible, by a {mooth
and quick Motion, that you may'be cavered
and lofe no Time, and be able to puth with
yqur Foxt to- thc Admr&ry"s Fccblt. oM

Snua Ptn , in " pifhing " EHJ
Tmcr:, keep’ thc Wn& In me,‘:n order
to pufh Quers the fwwifter, which.1s a Fault;
hmufew y-acetftam themfélves to a Situ-
ation, which, -when: they come to .affiuls
15 unfafe and dangcrm.a fur ‘want of bcmg

m tha Gﬂx?d aof Befeﬁcc.

ot N dl&mgmg from  the Infide to thl
Q&tﬁde thﬂ W ift - fhould: turn a Jietld
wore towards Quaiz, than: in the Guarl
mnoh ] M tecommended :. The Péint
Id fall andrifé at the fame Tnftant, and

the Hand fhould turn iofenfibly in M
!Mht 'Rw-'lﬁw forward. |

3nia) e Sowm
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" Som E Marﬁcrs' teach'to:hﬁd.gﬁé gwﬁ

in Guard between Quars and Tierce,

to difengage 1. that Situation; whereby
the three Advantages which the Duf,cw
ment 1n Half Quart gives you, are loity
that is to fay, firft, a good Air, fecandly,
the being covered -with the Fort of

Sword, and. thizdly, the Swiftaels of the
Thruft ; becaufe the Hand. has not a fuffis
cient Freedom of Mofion. ;

THE knowing how to difengage basss
ly 1s not {ufficient ; it is necellary that yoube
acquainted with the: Time, and _witgo yous
Adverfaty’s f”&y, 10 order to dengage to
Advantage. The Time 16 when the Aj:eﬂ
Iardy comes to yous Sword ; and .whea yousg
verlary, . dependwig om: his Strengsh;
comes to_. your. Blade, in. order to guide
his Thruft to” your Body, is what 1s meant
by his Play or Manner. You may indeed

difengage withour taking the Time, but
with lefs Sdccefs. ~

WHEN thu--Aﬂverfai-r}engages fwift,
ns good to keep your Point a little low

ot diftang: fromr his-ydy-which Mean
¢quires move - Txipe 1D €ngageiyou;

p ;E'“ fhoginmmmﬂmhﬁ!a&;:hgh& _

putier . BT to, fopel Tyour Swords which
would Hot only make you lofe tgc Time

: of
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of hitting him, but would allo expofe
you'to recerve a ‘Thruft, it béing cerrain
that when you go to the Blade on ore Side,
you canhot defend the Other ; for you can-
not do two oppofite A&rons at one and the
fame Time; and by the fame Rule, 1f you
mifs thé Time of difengaging, and difen-
gage too lateé, you expofe yourfelf to i
Thruft 5 for you tannot, 2t the fame time,
quit hisBlade and parry,

THouU 6 H it is neceflary that every
Fencer fhould underfland the Difengage.
ments, it 1s “more efpecially fo to tall and
weak Men. To the firft, that they ma
keep their Adverfary at a Diftahce; whic‘
by Reafon of their Height, i$ ar Advantag
to them3.andto the othet, if orderto p
vent cluﬁng; in which Cafe, their Weak
nefs would be a Difadvantage to them.

CHA P Xl
Of Feints,

whether it be by reafon of their Nun

EE.I-N T are much ufed: in Fencinf,
r, their Eafe, or the Succefs thatat

them, gainingmore Time and le;
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i9 to be got in plain Thruffs, therd
no_ Thrult 10 be given o well 45 afte
eint,

T # & Number of Feints is fo greae, by’
reafoht of the many Guards and Parades,
that Ffhould find 1t as difficult to deferibe
them, as the Reader would to comprehend
them without Experience; fo that I fhall
confine myfelf to thofe from which the reft
derive, which ate, f¥rait Feint, Feint, and
double Feint. bk |

B v _ftrait feint, 1s meant a Motion or
Thruft on the Side on which your Swerd
1, which isto be dope on the.Infide, the
Wrift 0 Quaert, a hittle higher than the
Point which muft be near the Adverfary’s
Sword, that you may be covered, wh

u- endeavour to get an Opening. - This
K:Otinrr (hould be attended with a little
Beat -of the Eigu- t, keept
Body. If ar the Time you" feint; yous
Adverfary - does not fiir, Ktm mt pﬂﬁ
Quart+ If he parrys. with' his' Feeble, youn
r?uﬂ immcdiaﬁ:!{d‘ifrusige to Flerce; and
if he pa ngh - mmaf¥ cat I’ 2 7
under pth:r'y%"ri e ’ .@.

T 1 & Peint; to-which 1 give: no- othiep
Name; it--bcihg‘-rhcmﬁ‘w&d‘;*mdn?wm
G “tinguilh
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inguith it fronmtheé others, is.done by feint-

e to Tierce, with a fittle
Eegl'tn the nntfoke:[:iﬁg the%ody back :
The Wrift muft be raifed in Quarz, and
the Button a little lower than the Pommel,
near. the Adverfary’s . Blade; by which
Means.you are covered, and can make your
Thruft fwifter, If the Adverfary does not
ftir at the Feint, you muft go on ftrait with
the Tieree: If hé parrys with his Feeble
you muft difengage and thruft Quart, and

if he;dparrjrs with his Fort, you muft pufh
Seconde.

SEVER AL Mafters teach to make this
Feint from the Infide to the Outfide, with
.the Wrifl turned 1n Tierce ; and indeed they

are {feemingly 1n the right; a Feint be-
ing a Likenefs of .the Beginning of a
Thruft; and that Likenefs cannot be better
fhewn than in the Figure of the. Thruit ;
But the fmart .Motion of the Point, caufes
the ,Adverfary to be, the Figure of the
Hand »no way contributing thereto, You
are.to confider which is the moft proper, not
only to .make the Adverfary anfwer you,
g“t alfo to make the Motion quicker. Mon-
eur De Latouche {ays, that from Quart to
Quart there is no Motion; but we have
two, Inftances to the contrary. Firfl, thata
Man of ‘Experience has his Wrift and Bc;
S o n
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Bend of his Arm free, fo as to thruft fteait
in art, tho' in the fame Fi g
con if’ thtre be a Motion precgd
Thruﬁ as a l'en agement, oraCltmd%rf
this Motion i& fufﬁmﬂl‘t to Help thé' Swift-
nefs of the Feint, and of the Thmﬂ In
fhort, ‘the Métion frmeﬁn
ing qulcker than femﬂng ﬁ'onl_

Tierce, and réturning ?ﬂ

to have the Praference,, 5 nefs liuing ﬂw
Life of Feéncing. ' The only Féifits thae
fhould bé mdde 1n Tiere#, are thofle ﬂﬂt’ are
marked ffém below a’bdlrc to return below,
and from'above below to feturn’ lbbﬁ 1R

THE Double Femt ﬂr in three Ehl‘lﬁns“
fo that in ‘order to puth-within the Swo
K;u m&ﬁ be without s ard mlmgﬁ llttH
otion 1h Quart w;thm with a little
foilErt St
r . the
to be out ?!‘ ::‘:p‘ 's Reachi» If

he with his u muft éut
Gur i Sendh, 40 I e g + with i

Feeblt, Me to @m:

A s<tivete re i chis mmth “
ons of the'Sword, viz. thétwo Feil
ﬁrnmm,ﬁﬁhunmﬂmﬁmwmﬁ

in ordgr® to an{wer 'the Mations'ef -
Hand.

i &

h -.'ll }

Ga SomME

R




[as]

80 3¢ ® Mafters teach to make the donble
Ftin:' without flirring the ¥oot; ﬂl;_d ctﬁcu
teach to advance on'the firk Motion. In
the firft Cafe, being in the Adverfarys
Meafure, you lofe téo imuch Time, which
18 very dangerous: And advamcing on the
fir{t motion, is almoft as dangerous as keep-
ing the Foot firm, by putti urfelf wichs
10 the Adverfary’s Reach ; es the Man-
ner is not fo graceful a5 that which Irecoms
mend, i1 which you are not within his
Reach ’eil]l the fecond Motion 3 apd; this is
attended with another Adwntage_; for bﬁ
beating with the Right-foot, the Body mu
of neeellity e kept back, and. confequent-
ly, farther from the Sword of the -Adver(as
¥ys and in a better Condition to aft -

- THaR B are two other lewf:m:
g thefe Thrufls :- The one by an
between the firfand fecond Motions, join-
1ng oy uniting the other tweo j and the lattes
ing the two el Though. both Thets M
ing the two ficfl., . TH |
thods are good, I prefer the latter, which
wau 11 a bettér Condition, net only te
avoid yout Adverfary's Thruft; but -
chufe-your ownj the Interval givi youds

favouggble Opportunity of deing ;

il

THERG
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Tuegt & hasbeon fo much fiid of the
eints which'l E“d‘fcﬂm with tbcq

D ppoﬁtes that § thall {ay no mare of

nor of an infinite ‘ﬂm
heher Fer nm !

vithin, without, t‘ﬁtl uhder in difengs
ying, or cumng over the Ppmt, or unda:

Wnift, -
hm& 5 qll wll on the
oy o Skt §

1l the Hymu! b-l*
the £'ort OF the 8word before
h:h Means, you mmtm
,and the 18 better p
en miark Feints with the

rhith 18 & very  dif




[as]

Bqu £ Mafters teach to alhchcdoobh
Feint without ftirring the Foot; and others
teach to advanee on'the firft on. In
the firlt Gafe, being in the Adverfarys
Meafure, you lofe too much Time, which
is very dangerous: And advancmg on the
fir(t motion, is almoft as dm(crnul as

ing the Foot firm, by pu Wf Wi
0 tha Adverfary’s Rea&
ner 15 mot fo graceful a3 tha-t which Incam-
mend, in which you are not within his
Reach ’till the fecond Motion § apnd, thuu
attended with another Ad‘vamugc hﬁ
beating with the Right-foot, the Body mu
of neceflity be ke back ‘and. confe
ly, &nher from the, Sword of the -A verfa-t
ry, and in a better Condition to aft, -

THER & are two other Wanof iha

g thefe Thrufts :-The one

between the firftand foowﬂ

ng o uaiti and the htul

between the

ing the two ficfk.,.

thndﬁ are good, ldl
jou 11 a betm COMIIM to

a rOut Adrqfu}t’g M”zﬂ&.

chufe your ownj the Interval

ﬁwuﬁkOmwwmydimu
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Tuet e hasbesn fo muehfﬂd of the
Feints which'l , with thﬂq

v
OPPOGM thtt ftlll fa nome ﬁ
nor anm te INUm
other cln w ﬂ

within, w:rhout u'hder in dif
ging, or cutt:ng over the Pomt, or u
the Wrift, - rzdhg; or redoun
Throfls 5 qll ﬁ dipend on the
which ! have defcribed § in-whith,
dl. T the Body ‘muft he Répt by
and che £ort OF the lﬂﬂh{m& rb;
which Mu!nu ou hre more ‘out ,
, and the 1s better p
n dark feim 1w1tl| the
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O curri i Pt of
U & qagwod 'f &

N order to*cul:mér Pmu w‘lﬁlinu
‘without; - the Wrift imﬁ:bé turhed- .
wards mﬁa which' gi cht' a fwifter Mo
tion. When' yﬂur [ 1" Ovey youf M
verfary's, youbuﬁturaeha\h-r&
"‘?”“’“mm%'i porvice f
ough this is' § ~of c
t 1§ ﬁhﬁ

‘wanting, tharisto- ﬂy., P
fhould preath g wh;b' tl
Half-t or cht ) whmh two / van al
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T 1 & Cut fromthe Infide to the Ohtﬁdc.

has commonly more Succefs than that from

e Outfide to the Infide, the Adverfary go
M a&lytuhnfm&emthufllz
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than on the other. - The Manher of cuttin

an ‘the Olliﬁ llx P‘? ‘m
‘l'

1 within, ma

‘ Feint, -the Wﬂ m m nf

. Il sword befote you, in ordet ve#:
L and your Point very near l:lle

Sword ; you muft bc:t 2 hﬂﬁ‘ with “the
Foot, bending the-Body back a little, and as
the Advcrfary 18 going to- parky with’ the:
Feeble, you muft pd'a your -Point quickly

over his, pufhing in-Tierce, with your Foxt
to his Fccblc r-#

T 1 ov .6 i all Thrufls hm ﬂnﬁw
fu]lowmﬁ Ones. the Cut ba mﬁ
ealy 3 it LMalu%&oiewwm

tter -than
the Thruftbe from the Qutfide & the tnﬁdc,
and that the Adverf; BQ' r{ s with his Forts
to your Feeble. ¢ Mmf‘ m
Guard, ftwhml:n 18 comman .&:{'au 'H:rlfh.
upon a-rarade w
you muft, upon.a.P - vt Pﬁt ‘

it be wnhmg Qx
vancing, d]om if the A

this Parade 1n mtmng, he you an
portunity of quttlgg iq:&t aunder, the
Wrift, and on his parrying ‘with the Feeble;
you maft return Ip Segonde; . nnﬁp; for-
ward the Left-foot a little, in. otdﬁt to- pro-

cure a Rtpnfe oK. &GOHdJ-MgEv
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Tit 29 ® two Reprifes are’ to be mads
mynunh:h::qu:fmad ?kh.ge'ur Ad-
‘s Manner of parrying; but whey
u have difeovered it, ?:gb: with hi
you maft cut over and under the
Wrift n Quart:y and if with bis Feeble,
returhin Tierce, that istofay, make an en.
tire Circle. Thefe Cuts aréto be made i
one ok two Motions; in the firft you are figg
to flop, bur in the other, you make 2 thon

Interval by a litgle Beat with the Feor

Trug Thrufts following the Cut from
the Infide - to the Outfide, before you know
r Adver(ary’s Parade;, are made thus:
*tis with the Fore, you muft rerurn with
& Cut 1h Seconde, under the Sword, advan
ing the Left-foot a little; If he parrys with
the le, you multreturn by dif g
to Quare within, advaocing the Leftsfoor,
as before: Some Péople return a Cut m
Tierce, in Quart, by another Cut over the
Point, of Qaartinr Tigroe, and {0 oy the
centrary: Sl

WnenN you forefeg- the Parade;
gay at ance cuf from the Infide wrho-i;::
fide, and under in Seconde 5 or refurn-with
¥, according-as the Parade is madé with
the Fort or- Feeble You Illj"l-lﬂ)ﬂlﬂ
thefe Redoubles by a litt]e Interval over the
the Sword, beatipg with the Foor.

o THERS
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THERE are other Redoubles which ar@
| made by drawing back the Bedy without

, ftirring the Feet,
S £ £ the Chapter of Reprifes,

T ur Cut may be made not only aftey 2
Half-thruft, or ftrait Feint, as I have fajd,
but alfo in after an Engagement, Lunge, or
Pafs, and Rifpofting, which 3is the beft and
moft ufed ; becaufe that is to be dene enly
in recovering to Guard, or by bringing one
Foot behind the other, or fpringing back 3
To the firft you muit Rifpoft with the Foot
firm, and to the othex by clofing the Mea-

{ure,

N i U ——

o — e — - - -
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Cuar XV.
Of the Reprile, or redoubled Thruft.

r I ‘HE Term: Reprife fignifies a fucceflion
‘ of Thrufts without Interval, or with
very little. It may be done in three Man-
ners 3 Firft after having pufhed without: re-
covering, Secondly, in recovering or being
recovered 3 and Thirdly, when the Enemy
fteals Meafure.

. Tae firt andlaft of thefe three Repri-

{es may. be called Redoubles. .

Tae firlt Reprife 1s made after havirg
pufhed Quarte, the Enenty having parryed
with his Feeble, you muft return in Seconde,
advancing the left Footsa hittle to make the
A&tion eafier sto. the'right Foot, and tho’ it
be not ncceﬂ'z‘ry_ to advance 1t unle(s the E-
nemy retires, it ferves for an Ornament,
and to give mﬂrE*VIgﬂrUT to the Thruft:
But 1f as foon as the Enemy has parryed he
Rifpofts, you muft only redouble with:the
Hand, the Body low without ftirring the
Feet and join. If he Rifpofts under the
Weift in the Flank, y§@ muft either parry
crofling his Sword as you recover, oppofing

with
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with the left Hand, or return, as I-faid; with -
the Hand 1n Seconde. * ~

U ron the Rifpoft of the Enemy, yéu
may alfo redouble, volting ftrait, or cut~
ing 1n the Flank according as he raifes hs:
Hand more or lefs in his Rifpoft, 1n order to
facilitate your Volt, you muft immedately

after your Lunge follow a little with the
lfft FUD[’- '

The fecond Reprife 1s made, after having
pufhed Quarte, when in recovering to Guard
the Enemy advances, without being cover-
ed, or that fuffering the Superiority of: your
Sword, he gives you room to thruft, in
Quarte, 1f he difengages, you muft go off 1n
Tierce, 1f he forces your Sword with his
Feeble, you muft difengage to Tierce, and
if with his Fort cut Quarte under the

Wrift, .

I N order to get time for this Redouble,
you muft make a half Thruft, immediately
getting out of Méafure, either with the
Body Simply, or by the firft Demarche
backwards, or by leaping a little back ; if
the Enemy advances it will be either ftrait
or making a Feint, or on your Sword ; to
the two firft you muft pufh ftrait Quarte, or
Seconde, lowering gle Body or volting , aqcfl

2 )
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if he cémes on your Sword you muft difen-
gage and pufh over in Tierce. .

T u e third Reptife is made when the E-
nemy upon your pufhing Quartebreaks Mea-
fure without or with parrying; to the one

ou muft redouble in Quarte, with your
;ort to his Feeble, which 1s done afrer 3
ftrait Thruft, Feint, Engagemcnt or Rifpoft;
and 1f the Enemy parrys, you muft like-
wife redouble forwards by a blfengagemcm
or a Cut uhder or over accordingto his Pa-
rade, or as Opportunity nffecg. To redouble
forward, or make fcvcrnl Reprifes following

with eafe, you muft as often as you thrufl
follow with the left Foot.

The Repriles on the Outfide.

I¥ you pufh in Tierce and your Ad-
verfary parrys with the Forr, you muft
redouble in Seconde, and if he parrys
with the Feeble dlfcng:ge to Quarte, advar
cinga little the left Foot that the Kight
may have the Liberty of a fecond Motion.

If the Enemy after parrying Tierce fhou'd
Rifpoft ftrait or under, to the fir{t you ma
ﬂlfcngage and volt, and to the m:hcr vo
ftrait, advancing the left Foot a little m
Lungmg, in order to have the Liberty of

Volting,
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Volting, beeaufe you cantior eafily do'we
when you are extended ; It 18 more ealy to
take the Time oppofing with the left Hand ;
and 'tis beft of all to parry ahd thraft
ftrait in Quarte 5 if after baving puffied
Tierce, on your Recovery to Guard, you find
you have the Command of the Enemy's
Sword, orthat-he advances untovered, you,
muft in thefe Cafes pufh ftrait in Tierce
if he difengage you muft take the tume
and puth Quarts,if he 88tHést6 your Sword
with his Fort, you muft cut under in Se-
¢onde, if with his Feeble, difengage an
Quarte, it is alfo godd aftér having 'EUM
Trerce to retover with your Sword high
giving Light under, and if the Enemy
pufhes theré, you muft take the Tinié 6ppo-
ﬁn;g}’ with the left Hand, 6r Parry and Rifs
O1t, .
: 1T 1= good likewife for 2 Detoy to make
half Thruft and recover twith thé Sw6
%uitf: diftant from your Body, and if th
némy comes to your Swordl, you muft dif-
engage ahd thruft at his Open, add if he
inakes 4t your Body, you rinft vele of ope

pofe with the Haind and thruft where you
have Light.

T 1 £ Reprifes or Redoubles in advanct
are made in Tierce bythe fathe Rulés as the
within are.  That 1916 (dy, either {trait, or
by difengaging or- cutting Gvet of l.ﬂlii!h
according
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according asthe Enemy either lets you make
your Thruft, or goes to his Parade.

‘AL L thefe Redoubles may be made on 3
Rifpoft as well as on other Lunges.

CHap XVL

Of paffing Quarte within the Sword,

A P A s s 1scontrary toa Volt as well in
Figure as 1n 1t’s Occafion, the left Leg
in the Figure pafling foremoft, and 1n a Vil
behind, to help the Body to turn, and in it’s
octafion, the Pafs being to be made as ina
Lunge, taking the Time, or his Time,
whereas the Volt cannot be made withouta
great deal of Time ; yet the Pafs 1s different
from a Lunge, the one being made with the
foremoft Foot, and the Pafs with the hind-
moft, which gives the Thruft a greater
Length, more Strength and Swiftnefs, and 2
- greatet Facility of taking ;the Feeble with
your Fort, the Body goes further, becaule
the Center from which it departs ina Lunge
15 in the left Foot, and in a Pafs in the right
Foot which is mere advanced, and alfo be-
caufe 1n paffing you advance the left Foot

more than you do the Right in Lungilzlg(i
a
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and the Parts being higher on a Pafs than in
a Lunge there 1s a greater Facility of taking
the Feeble with your Fort,

[ N aPafsin %mrrc, the Hands and Arms
muft be difplayed asin a Lunge, not only
in their Figure, but in the fame Order, that
isto fay, The Hand muft move firft to bring
on the Shoulder and the Body, which fhould
lean more forward than in Lunging, at the
Time that carrying the left Foot about two
Foot and an half, you find your Pafsat it’s
full Extention. = As your Body is too much
abandoned forward to recover itfelf eafily,
you muit ruth on your Enemy, feize the
Guard of his Sword, and prefent him your
Point, which 1s done by advancing the right
Foot to fuch a Diftance as to be out of the
reach of his Leg whilft yeu advance, which
otherwife might give himan Opportunity, b

Tripping to throw you down, As you ad-
vance the right Foot you muft feize the
Guard of his Sword, at the {ame time draw -
-1ng back your Sword, keeping it high. Then
you muft carry. your right Foot behind the
Left to almoft the Diftance of 2 Lunge, in
Order to be ftreng, as well to avoid his pul-
ling you forward, asto draw him to you. -

I ¥ the Enemy parrys the Pafs- with his
Fort, you muft only join, commanding his
oword with your Fort, ’till you have fCIZ;
e
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ed his Guard with the left Hand, which
muft be doneat the Time that you advance
the right Foot, carfying your 8word from
the Infide to the Out, then you muit bring
the left Foot to the fide ut’ the tight, and
bring back the right prefenting the Sword
the Enemy.

I F he parrys with his Feeble, you muft
without flopping, either cut over his Point
from within to without, or turn the Wnif
in Seconde, lowering your Body, and bring
ing up the right Foot feize his Guard, then
carrying your Sword from within to with
out, you advance the left Foot to the fide of

the right, and drawing back the right pre
fent your Sword.

THE eafieft means to avoid and hit a Ma
who paffes in within are to parry dry
and Rifpoft {wiftly in the Flank, and f th
Pafs 1s made firait along the Blade with the
Fort to your Feeble, you muft by lowetin
your Feeble, turn your Wriftin Owarse catty-
ingthe Point perpendicularly down,{uppor
ing the Wrift, without, and bringing you
Sword round by the Outfide of the Adverls
ry’s Shoulder, you find your Sword jbove
his, with your Point to his Body. You may
alfo upon the fame Pafs Jower t{C Body and
pufh Seconde.

bal
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zi'o Paf .r m _'i':eré;‘.'
Tun:, ds in .a .
TN padiog i ﬂ?d

Wrilt mult draw_the_8houl
dy furward bringing, as in a Pals i
e Left-f I%ﬂ;t two Feet an
an a]f forc the then . adunmng
the ht faremoft. uﬁ t of the Reach of
the Enemy's; you Zc the Guuﬂ of
his Sword, and a am adv;nmug the Left-

foot mear_the Ri raw back thg
nght ;nd prcfcnt i;ha %omt.

THE Counters 5. hftﬁ to this Pal‘u',
or the Ri

are the ftrajt Rifpo ifpoft undet
the tnkmg Lme, cumng Smmdc under, dif-

engaging, or counter difengaging and volt-
ing, but the {ureft 1s to lmﬂgl Right-foot
turning the Body half rouind to the rlg'llft,
oppoﬁng E the Sword and preﬁznting the
Point to the Enemy, which hpocrmg hih
from hurting you, throws him on ynﬁ
Point 1f hc abandons himfelf, and at ¢

fame timé yeou’ feizé the Guard . of -his

Sword. Su she 10th Plate,

84
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nient ot Feint 10 Diforder, or when finding
yourfelf {o difordered-as not being able to,
parry, you muft of neceflity have recoutfs
to volting in order to avoid the Thruft ; but
td do 1t at an 1mproper tine, as fompgo; is
very dangerous, by reafon of the, Facility, of
parrying it, 1t being a Figure 1n Fencing
which gives the leaft Strength, Extenfion,
or Swiftnefs to a Thruft ; befides  that pres
fenting the Flank and Small of -the Back;the
Adverfaty, inorder to hit thele Parts, hag
nothing to do but parry with. his Poipt 3
little within and low. ]

I N volting you muft begin with the Armas
and Left-foot, by whofe Affiftance you turn

the Body 5 the Hapnds fhou’d gurn.in Quarte,
the Right as in a2 Lupge or, Pafs, and . the
Left more without; you muft at the {
time turn upon the Pojnt of the Right-
bringing the Heel outwards, and the;
foot %chmd_ the Right, a little farther out
wards, which gives the Body almoft the Fj-
gure of a Left- d Man. ; baving turned
about a Quarter tound, the Body in this
Pofture muft neceflarily b¢.in Diforder. See
gbe 10th Plate, ~-° < - Y

- HA viIN G finifhed thefe Mofions, if
find, for want of the Enemy’s biving
ficiently abandoned  humfelf, .:Ltym.
ot an Opportumty of Jomning, you:
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ft you have
our Right-foot tthc E'ngg‘
rrg.i Wed fm; if he. parryer.l
wn his ou ' muft ndpu
and , a;q af wiath, L 9
muﬂ oppofe - his Sword i ,yoq;s .
with your Lefi-hand . you havefeized
Guard, advancing the. chl:-rfqpl; this M
tﬁm Eb;mg do{::c _you h[;afs yp;:';tm word ove
the Enemy, from-within to 8
loofing the R:ght-foot prdéqt
Point. |

Urnntb,qﬁa'radeofm ¥
Fort, being, near ,you. muft’ join, feif
the, Gugr% advancing - the, Lefi-Leg,’
drawing back "the. ngl:t
Point 5 or you may, fore you
under-in Seconde'y the, firft 15, lurer.
Sword, md the nther morcbm;:l U in
Affaglt. where a Thruft is m fteem

thap joining.

{% on .4, Pals or Lu
fhou’d. ﬁstu;m to ]m; or [ ng;

‘youmufl, in order 1p prevent b
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_I from the Guard, as? hay
oblerved, {e zing - his mth the Righr-Haf
and prcfcmng lum the Pojﬁ M g it
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fuch a Length as to hit him whilft he
#Habie 6 & E tieat you’ ’

IN]' nln if yots tinnatf'erécl‘heﬂuird]
u?{ H&B‘Iadc, hélp 1ﬂng1tl;JﬂBLEl-

w, turhibg the ‘Hand  to bredk
or take away*the word, Which iay hi
dohe if you are cufining and-nérvous, ¢
pettally 1f the Enefy’s Wrift 18 18 Qy&rtr
i whieli theté is no Datiger of hurtig
{oﬁrfelf’ bécaufe the Sword éannorflip thio)

d . confequently. ean’t cat yoéur Fmgers,

as has happened to fome by their Hprs
dc ce 3 by this Means, ﬁuu have time na
to fectireé yourfelf, but alfo t6 hit yoyu

. Sﬂ-nti’co " {éize the Arm, i
_ Fft!s o}' {e; ‘becaufe the' E’nctny &nj
ange H% s and hit yotis

<l

You m?* throw a Man down aftér hi
vlng puflied, ‘either upon the Pafs'of ,rdl
or Tierce; if in Quarre, 1t 18 doné |
vancing the Left-foor, crofling.thé E:l&ny'l

Sword with your Fort, and carrying your
Right-Leég without I’:i's “at’ the L\I -3

thing the Swotd ap from the Infide tﬂ'g

rtying th’é Right’ JA!'n::l o his
!,l'% tHe Léft ‘to theé ' Small Bf’flﬁ
e i

fe thiree A&ions muft 'Bﬁia
e flme time, Theré 'has béen

id “on this ‘Hiad, with the-Joihing ﬁil-
out, that I fhall fay no more of 1. rad
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Tt e Joining in Paffes within, without;
and under, 1s the fame as in1 their Lunges.

I N whatever Mannér you join you muft
prefent the Sword at a Diftance, in order to
hinder the Enemy from feizing it, ot put-
ing it off with his Left Hand to throw him-
felf in upon you: If the Enemy fhou’d make
a Difficulty of yeildir;g up his Sword, you
muft, in order to fruftrate his Hopes of*clo-
fing you, and to make him follow yoﬁ;
draw back the Left-foot behind the Right,
and the Right behind the Left, at {uch a
Diftance as to be [{rnng, at the {ame time
moving the Point of your Sword circular-

ly 5 by this Means, you are in a Condition
either of giva or taking his Life, which

you would.not be if he could clofe you, by
which you would be oblig’d to kill him,
or render the Advantage doubtful by ftruge

gling.
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8 49 . XNEX.

Of mgagmg in Quarte in 2 muﬂmg
Giuard.

'Have hitherto ‘treated of the Means

whereby to make Thrufts, and in thi
and thc fuhnwmg Chapters, I will fhew on
what ‘Occafion ‘they are to be made ufe o,
“Tho’ there 15 an'itfinite Number of Figurs
ot Poftutes, and that every Pofture may be
in Guard, whethér within, or withou,
“Prime, Seconde, Tievée, or .Q_ﬂarta they pro-
“ceed from the Mldhn Guard, the Stran,
“the High, or the Low éuard each of whid
may be attacked and defended within o
“avrithout.

THou 6 H there are many Means to
diforder the Enemy by putting him out
of Guard 1n order to hij him on that Oc
cafion, they all depend either upon a Femt
by the Side of his Sword to draw him o
or. ona Motion of your-Sword on his, © dt
“uncover him, taking his ‘Sword from the ce
Line of your Bndy, and placing yours o le
a Line with his, which 1s called eng
gaging. And there are feveral other Wa}‘!f

0

N - = e
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of coming tothe Sword, which are the Beats,
Croflings, Bindings, and Lafbings; the Oc-
cafions of which, ‘and the Manners of u-
fing them, I fhall thew 1n their proper Pla-
ces. I begin with engagipg in the mid-’
ling Guard, as the neatéft, the maft u-
{fed, and the belt. ‘ |

T o engage this Guard  within, 1t muft_
be done with the Edge on the fame Side, .
without going wide, 1n order to keép youg,
Fort before you, and your Pojnt before the
Enemy, carrying botli Parts alike 5 the En-.
ga%ement muft be made Feeble to Fegble,
a ‘little more to, your Enemy’s than yqur’
own, becaufe if it were with the Feeble to
the Fort, the Enemy’s Sword wauld not be
difplaced, befides 1f he fhould pufh, you
could not parry, being unable with yous
Feeble to refift his Fort; and if it were
with the Fort to the Feeble, you wau’d
be 1n Danger of being hit under, where
there would be an Opening 5 befides you
would be oblig’d to advance much, which
would be dangerqus. |

O N your:Engagement, the Enemy. may
do Three things, either of which, produ-
ces {everal others. : Firft, either he Wﬁl
let you engage, or fecondly, he will difén-
gage, or thirdly, he wi[i come to. yolr
Blads. © -+ o On o LAN S R o

K2 IF
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~ I'F he lets you engage, you muft pufh
gparta, or, by way of Precaution, make 2
alf-thruft, 1n order to fee 1if he ftirs, tore.
tire, or to have recourfe to his Parade, or
to Time. ool e 5

1 ¥ he does not ftir, you muft, as I faid,
puth Quarte, 5 if he retires, redouble your
Thruft 5 1f he parrys with his Fort cut
Quarte under the Wrift; if with the Fee-
ble, difengage, or cut over the Point i
Tierce 5 and 1f upon the Half-thruft he takes
the Time pufhing ftrait, you muft ’par;?r

and rifpofte, or take the Time in’ Second,,
with your Body low ; if he takes the Time
lowering his Body, you muft parry and
oppofe with the Left-hand, 'rifpofting 1n
Quarte 5 1f he takes the Time cutting under
the Wrift, you muft parry crofling the Sword
in Quarte, and oppofing with the Hand, in
order to make your Rifpoft more fafely;
and if he volts upon the Half-thruft, you
muft parry and rifpofte in Flanconnade, or
take the Time, with your Body low.

1¥ when you engage he difengages, it
will be either, 1ft, without Defizn, ot
2dly, to difengage and puth Tierce over,
or 3dly, difengage breaking Meafure, or
athly, difengage, and come to your Bli‘rtlilf
. with:
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without, or sthly difengage making a Feint,
and pufhing foar;a, or 6thly, difengage
to take 3 Counter to your Time, o

i1ft. If he difengages with a Defign only
to difengage, you muft on the Time pu[{
Tierce. - Vi |

2dly. If he difengages breaking Mea-
fure, you muft redoublé in Fierce, advan-
C1pg. | |

3dly, If he difengages and pufhes with-
out, you muft parry and rfpofte quick
where you have Light, or take Time a-
gainft him, difengaging and volting, or
lowering the Body. - =

gthly. If he difengages and comes ta
your Blade'without; 1f ’tis-with his Fort,
you muft cyt under 1n Seconde ; and if
with the Feeble, you muft counter-difens
gage from without to within. - '

sthly. If on the Engagement, he feint
Tierce 1n order to puth Quarte, you muft
pufh or take the Time ftrait upon the Feint,
or by lowering the Body on the Thruit.

éthly. If he difengages giving Light,
to take a Counter to your Thruft, whéther

by
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by.a Rifpoft or Time, you muft make 3
Eﬁlfe—timc or. Half-thrufl, and if he parrys,
or'takes the Time, in Cafe of the firft, you
muft baulk his Parade; and if he takes the
Time, you muft take another upon -him,

I F, upon the Engagement, he goes to
your Blade with his Fort, you muft cut
under his Wrift, and if with his Feeble,
difengage and pufh withaut ip Tierce.

T HovUu G H an Engagement may be made
Blade to Blade, without Difengaging, that
18 Infide to Infide 3 1t 1s better and more

common to make 1t by difengaging from th¢
Qutfide to the Infide,

CHapP XX

Of engaging “in Tierce in the Mid-
- ling Guard. - |

HE Engagement without fhou’d be

made from your being placed with-

in, Feeble to Feeble, for the fame Reafon as

in Quarte, the Wit thou’d be turned 1n

Jierce 3 1n this Engagement as ip Qﬂlrthtz
‘ ' ' i




{pm]
the Antagonift may do three things. it
let' you engage him,' 2d. or " difengage,
ad, or come to your Blade. |
I¥ he lets ‘'you engage him, you muft
carry on your Thruft 1n Tierce, or make
a Half-thruft, to fee if he does not flir, if

he retires, if he parrys, or if he takes the
Time. ' '

I F upon your Halfthruft he does not
flir, you muft thruft ftrait, if he retires,
advance and redouble.

. I ¥ he partys with his Fort, cut Seconde
under, if with his Feeble, you ‘muft df-
engage or cut over the Point from Tierce
to Quarte, and if upon the Half-thruft he
takes the Time pufhing ftrait, you muft
cither parry and rifpofte, or take his Time,
volting or lowering the Body.

I F he takes the Time in Seconde low-
ering his Body, you muft éither * patry-him
and thruft' Quarte, ot puthing Quarte, op-
pofe with thre'Léfe-hiahd, ‘orvoit. -

I¥ on your Engagement he “difengages,
"t1s as 1n ‘ég;af_g_e, 1ft. either without Deéfign,
2d. or to retite, 3d. or to take ﬂ""%ﬁ
puthing Quadrre or-volting, 4th: or t0’¢dme

to
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to your Parade; sth. or to make a Feint
éth. or to take a Counterto your Thruft.

1ft. If he dif'énga e without Defign, you
muft pufh {trait in éydrt;, or make a Half-
thruft, and go on with the {ame,

ad. If he difengages breaking Meafufre,
you muft come forward redoubling in

Quarte.

3d. If he difengages and puthes Quarte,
which, on this Occafion, 1s called Counter-
difengaging, you muft either parry and nf
pofte, or take the Time lowering the Bedy,
or volting,

ath. If he difengages and comes to your
Sword within, with’ his Fort, you muf
cut %unrre: under the Wnift, and 1f with

his Feeble, vou muft counter-difengage
from the Infide to the Qutfide,

. sth. If he makes a Feint in order to re.
turn in Tierce, you muft either parry or
take the Time as I have {aid,

6th. If he difengages giving Light, to
take a Counter on ]Y_uur Thruft, whether
by Rifpolt or by Time, you muft make 2

eint, and if he parrys with his Fort, you
m
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muft cat under 1n Seconde, 1f with his Fee-
ble, you muft difengageand’ pufh Quarte,
if he takes the Time ftrait; you muft
lower the Body, if he takes Time lower-
ing his Body, you muft parry and puth
{trait in Quarte, if he cuts 1n Flank, you’
muft parry crofling the Sword' in Quarte,
and' if he volts, you muft parry and rif-
pelte in Flanconnade.

I¥ on the Enpagement without, he
comes to your Sword with his Fort, %:nu-l
muft cut under ‘in Seconde, 1f with his Fee-
ble, difengage: or cut over the Point' in
Quarte.

When you are engaged within the
Sword.

IF the Enemy engage you within witlp
his Fort, you muft cut under the Wrift,
and 1f with his Feeble;: dfengage fiom
withih to' witheut, or if you  don’t'carets
do ' that, miake:a Féint 'without; .1f on" this:
Perat he ‘goés' to ' the Parade with his Fort,
you muft puth Seconde udder, and if with'
His : Feeble, difengage in Quaite,

WHEN the Enemy engages to make you:
pufh, 1n order to parry and. mfpeft, you:
muft, -as I have faid, make a Halfthruft
L and
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and retire giving Light, 18 order te také

him by a Counter te his thruft, bya Parade,
or by Time.

 YoUu may on the fame Engagemerit, fe-
main engaged on purpofe, in order to make
the Adverfary pufh ftrait; and in this Cafe,
you muft parry and rifpofte where he 1s un-
covered, or take Time lowering the Body,

- T¥ -aftér having engaged you he fhou’d
make a Feint, you muft, by going to the
Parade, give Light on purpofe, and 1f he
pufhes, take him by a Contrary.

I ¥ he engages to make you difengage,
in order to take the Time on your Difen-
gagement, you muft difengage and give
him a little Light, and if he pufhes at
it, take him by a Rifpoft, or a Time
oppofite t6 his,

. IF youare engiged in TFierce with
the Fort, you muft cut under the Wnifl
in Seconde, and if w::lhfihc Feeble, and
the Hand 1n uarte, itngasc wartt
within; or, bQWay of Caunon,v&a 2
#Half-thruft; If the Adverfary goes to_thie
Parade, you muft puth where you have
Light, and if he takes the Time, parry and

rifpofte, or take a Time to his.
You




£

Y ou may alfo ypon an Engagement”iﬁ
Tierce, make a Feint below, and 1f he takes
the Time, parry above and rifpofte below
This Thruft 1s very good againft a Man

that’s diforder’d, who coming to the Parade
above, gives room to hit him below,

CHAP XXL

Of fewveral Guards, and the Manner of

attackin g them. .

H O" all the Guards are Good when
well defended, yet they are not equal-
ly good 5 becaufe we ought not to look upon
any thing as good, that does not procure us
{fome Advantage, and an 1ll placed Guard,
inftead of being favourable, requires a great
deal of Skill to be of any Ufe at all, being
farther from a Pofture of Defence, the mid-
ling Guard only carrying with it fuch a Dif-
pofition of the Pointand Wrift as 1s {uffici-
ent to defend the Infide, the Qutfide, the
Upper and Lower Parts of the Body with
the Sword : For as to the other Guards, whe-
ther Flat, High, or Low, or holding the

L3 Swoﬂi
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Sword with hoth Hands, they leawe,
Part uncovered, either by reafon of m

Height, or;heu.l.me
To attack a ftrait Guard.

O Man of Skill or Reafon ,will give 2
confiderable Open without a Defign,
and as the Peqple- :whﬂ hold {uch 2 Guar:igas
I am going fo defcribe, Have their feveal
Defigns, you muft be cautious of them, in

“order not only to make them ufelefs: tn:th@l,
but advantageous to yourlelf,

SomE Men hold their Swords ftrait ot

ufed to lecpgagc entsthan ad.cs
take Advanta of the Superionty of

Hat, (%) whether tis becaufe they. arez
orito
Stature, or © the Len th E their Sword,

‘to_avpid the Attacks ngagements
which the other Guar ,5 are more ex]pol

for you can 'hardly engage or
“‘Guard, the Point bgmg tonﬂqw

ittackhxq u muftbind ’fl14t..*>vqrtzl%,}I whid
_you muft %after plat‘.‘l ﬂurfc WIkT
.his Swerd,. bnp,dmg bis Blade uni..

when he s out of Meafure, 0. take, wig
moxe Eafe, the Feeble of fmﬁﬁimrd. croffing

L] i
. -
& Wew

i —————

&Sce the 1ft. Plate, ..

it
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it with yours, raifing your Hand 1n Seconde,
and.carrying the Pant lew; dwhilft, gaiffing
Mealuse, you -form @ latle Girgle with. 4l
two Points, .and raifing:thefil wpazein, you
pufh Secende- wathin, swith the Body low, ",

. ; ’
THO' it.beslmaft imgoffibledor the B
nemy. to -difengage, -wihien ybushave.bound
his Sword as'I have defortbed, it-may bdpr
pen GESI :lf :ﬁ?mﬂ;_ef ‘mwnmww
wanting, he maight ;difengage and - pufs,
which ought ot to hinder you from mekang
your’Thruﬂ; becaufe your Swor _miﬁ

ry well hit him, pafling under his, whi
canpot hurt you, be@uée of he. Lowpels
W™

of yeur Dogy.

F
e

reafon of the natural Tendeney toiakl
the Sword, which 1s done by rafing 2

Tz Bipding iseafyito hc.wryg by

bringiog your Forv neasers Fhefedabiowing
have companly mrﬂml?l';“ s 98 gf}';&
T 1 & firlkis made fier bmping bonny
Sword, indesd of pul
you .mult, jupon the |
pulb Tierce pver : 1fithp;: y
ﬂnu_gh in his P&l‘-;dﬁ@,{ ', :!h:i
lotiom, you muflt have secourie ke then
binding the Swerd rnth like. Mannar, u‘
feinting above, return below,
_ Two!
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M0 the Sword is feldom bouhd on the
ﬁutﬁdc, upon fome Occafions and to fome
People it would not be amifs; it muft be
done with your Feeble to the Enemy’
with the Precautions neceffary 1o binding
within, by a little Circle without, the Hand
in Quarte, and if heé does not fhir, or if he
difengages, you muft puth without the Hand
in Quarte. - Thefe following are according
to the Parade with the Fort or with the
¥eeble, puthing Seconde under, or Quart
‘within. ' |

A s in all Thrufts the Hand muft be ez
Kaand uniform, i1t muft be more {o in ths
han in the others, becayfe the Binding can.
‘not be made without a very clofe and
‘fmooth Motion. |

- WrovU ¢ H feveral Mafters teach to dif-
engage in order to bind the Sword, F would
mot have it done fo for two Reafons : Firft,
becanfe the difengaging gives Time to the
t, not only to thruft {trait, but all
to difengage ; and Secondly, becaufe you
cannot fo eaffly bind the Sword as when
‘you are on the Side.
~ I~ binding the Blade, you muft clofe
the Meafure ; becaule a Man who is fuperi-

%
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or to- you, in Height, by the Léngth of
his Sword, or by his. Situation, won't leg
his Infe;:ior 1nto eafure;mgﬁ:a or the o~
ther Cafe, being at a pro nce, you
bind more eafily on thé 'EP:elhle. i

To attack the bx’gb Guard.

N this Guard, you muft place yourfelf
I under, with the Hand 1n Seéconde, ¢o-
vering the upper Part, in order to obhge the
Eucmy to go under ; which being the mofk

iftant Place from his Sword, procures you
more Time to avoid him. He mdy, on this
Occafion, do three things: Letyou

him, go under, or force your Sword

I1F he lets you engage him, ’tis either
with a Defign to parry, or to take the Time;
wherefore, before you pufh, you muft'make
a Half-thruft under: ];f he it will
be inh one of the three Ways that I have
fhewn in the Parade of Secomde, Chip. 8.
where you may fee-all their Counters.

IF upon the Half-thruft he takes thoij
Time, you syt parry and sifpofte below,

el
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dfty:ftedit; oppofingiwith the Hand
Jaalfo'fvoi’ on' tﬁnﬂmiﬁun, hut :“}’ n;

Inm::to Uparry.i .

I ¥ he oppefes: withchis. Hambupm your
Half-thruft, you muft parry with your Lefi.
hand, and, pufhing near 1s Left Shﬂulder

baulk h;n‘Hde

AN D if he vnlts on your Half-thruft
you muft paxry,and rifpofte 1n the Flagk,

I #°ofr the Engagement He'thruft 'under,
u muft parry- and throft f¥rait, or take the
me,’ oppoﬁngl with your Hand, and® if
lhﬂ;éad of going ‘under; hc‘only'ﬁmtﬂhcrc‘
ih ordérto return- abdw:, you mtft ‘either
party the Féint ‘and- rifpofte ‘under, or pully
on the Time, as’ [ have {3id before.

1 #hé makes: uleoffhe l'aﬂieThlr

ihg ‘at’ the Timé nf“}zohrgo ;-; }vu

muft miake believe to! pth gfﬁfﬂh
Iddjr to. the: Ph:rade ahbveJ aﬁd
fuder.’

A N'D i he wrm!&*drlw‘fyéﬂua ¢
der to make thig lepoﬁ 0 pgu you muyft

gzke a, Ha.lf-thrhﬂ keeping | t‘hi-dde
low, to rifpofte- ftrait in

I'¥

PN P & UD Crrt e et o bt ot B3 G i -
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[ # upon your Eﬂgﬁerﬂﬂﬂt hd forees your
Sword, ouymu the Feeble, ,
with the Fort an the Lefe-hand. 2he

. 5th Plate.

T o keep the Enemy from forcing your
Sword, you muft crofs his Blade with yolr
Fort to his Feeble. '

To attack the low Cuard.

T HO SE who hold 2 low Guard lave
a Defign either toparry with the Swolti
or with the Hand, to lower the Bod

volt 3 thetefore 28 in the other’ tl.s
you muﬂ make a fa He Timie, or half Thﬂlﬁ.
and if he. parry’s with. the Sword, shrufp.
where you fee Light, if he P‘% with the
Hand,” you muft feign 2z feraic Thrufo 19 o1-
der to bring his Left-hdnd to'the Parade, 4%
the famie time raifiag your Pownt 1iiiltll a
lithe Circle, pufling at the lefe Side- with
the Hand 1 Scamb t[le Body low, whete-
by you baulk his Left-hand, and .for,she.
ppofe his M

greater Safety youmuft o
Hand, endeavouring in you

with your
erpo ; to chd:ulm Swor an&’llﬂ

b

" ———

M e
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- I e waits for your Thruft in order
to lower,the Body or to volt, you muft make
a Half-thrult to draw him on, and. take,
one of ‘the Counters which I have fpoken.
of before. -

- I ¥ thelow Guard 1s within your Sword,
you muft attack it making a Semi-circle
with the Point of the Sword down, lafh-
ing and crofling his, the Hand in Quarte,
and to pufh without Danger, you muft op-
pofe with the Left-hand : This Thruft 19

0d- againft a Man that pufhes at the fame

b |

1me.

“T¥ the low Guardis without your
Sword,  you muft lafh in Tierce, crofling
the Sword and pufh without.

- T# the low Guard 1s neither within nor
without, you muft lath {martly in Tierce
and in' Quarte, "that 1s to.fay on gis*()utﬁde
and Infide, puthing Quarté afterwards, op-
pofing ‘with ‘the Left-hand: - This Thiuft
puzzlés'a Man. who difeagages quick, which
10 this'Cafe 18- of no ufeg " o0 .0

¢Y ov - ma .ub qngage this. Gulard- pla-
cing yourfelf within, the Wrift in Tierce,
and the Point low (*) clofing the Enemy

¥l . Sece the 13th Plate,
L¥
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pretty near to oblige him to puth above,
and 1f he pufhes thewe;. you muft parry
and rifpolte ahove, ‘or'under, accprding as
you have Light,

I F inftead of making a Thruft above,
he makes a Feint there and pufles with-
in, or under, you muft pufh %&arw, op-
pofing with the Left-hand, or elfe going to
the Parade wrth the Sword to all Thrufts
and Feints without, leave to the Left-
hand the Defence of the Infide, and of the

under Part. :

AN’ D if inftead of pulhing, " he “waits
for your Thruft to take the Time upon ir,
you muft ‘préfs cléfe’ upon him, and -pufh
ftrait in Quarte, with the Point low, oppo-
fing with the Left-hand, in order to throw
off his Sword, or puth‘at his Arm, of which
yau are in Reach, though he is pot in Mea-
fure of your Body,

TrHESE Sorts of Guards are pot fo
much praftifed, with Sword in Hand, ‘as
the midling Guard, People being “more
careful of parrying with thé Sword; and
a Man in a_much better Condition to par-
ry from the midling Guard than from" any
other, T T |

o i

M2 FITG
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To attack the Gungdd where the Sword Rif
15 beld in both Hands. E;‘

H O S E who hold the Sword in beth
Hands, that s te fag.ia the Handle in

the Right-hand, and the de about four Lo
Fingers Breadth in the Left, will either en. &
age, or beat on your Sword, with great e
orce, oOr ﬂ:lck to a ﬁrﬂng_ Parade, iﬂ.ol‘dcr .
to uncover you the more, 1n Favour of their Lo

Thruft.

B v T as they cannot keep this Situatjon
without expaﬁug their Body very much,
which 1s often dangerous, as alfo 3 very
unfeemly Pofture, this Guard 15 therefore
with good Reafon, condemned by moft, i
not all, experignce’d Malters.

Or(

I¥ you have to do with one that holds
this Guard, you muft keep your Point a
little Jow, au{ be always ruc{ ta.change,
in order to render the Strength which the
Left-hand gives to the Right, ufelefs, ia
his engaging or beating. |

1¥ he will not attack you, but wai
for your Thruft in order to parry and. ri
pofte, you muit make a Half-thruft, and re-
T > Xi cover
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cover quickly to your Parade, o gveid his
Rifpoft; whereip thmwmg"buk his Left-
hand, and aban&ﬁnfng himfelf egtremely,
he is mot in a Condition to avoid ' your
Thruft after you have parryed his.

Y o v may alfo make a Home-thruft on
hm, by a fingle 6r doublé Feint, becaufe
hefe require two or three Parades; fo-
hat your Adverfary being unable to parry
without thréwing s Pn!ﬂt 3 at way off,

be cannot bring it back in time if you dif-
order him by a Feint.

You may likewife cmh ‘zn:l, by P&IS

ing your Sword alang his, w

1lietle raifed. and (i m
his Sword, puﬁ at' his- " or A
for he cannot, tho” he Pargd

hinderyour Blade from | qﬁfo 2s ta "

bhm ther wlthni:t‘ru'
you bcl

when he s Oﬂt q!‘ Keat:h" f o
Yoy are Qoﬁ‘tqm tbptm dl

with Sword

peare{t and Fg art :
the Guards. ﬁ ﬁe&q

pur

therefore you
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hlt the Body, but in rifpofting, or after ha-

ving difordered, or tnglg‘-‘d the Enemy -y
nforefald

C H A B 'XXI'I
Of Left-bandéd Men.

O ST People imagine that aLeft-han
ded Man has, by Nature, the Adven
Iage of a Right-handed Man in Fencin
whereas he has it only by Habit, exercifin;
oftener with - Right-handed Men than
Right-handed Man_with him, as well i
]',:ﬂ'nns as 1n Affaults,- molt Mafters bein
Rig ht-handed, as well as. moft, of the Scho
'lars taking Eeffons from the, Right-hand
and pradtifing feldom with Lc&hand
Men, find ‘themfelves puzzled, nothin
furprlzl more , than what one lg X
ufed to, Which is fo'true, that to e
tafs 2 Left-handed Man, who has not fer
‘ced much, you' mulft’ put ano ag.l
him; I fay one that has not fcﬁéeﬂ l
becaufe Right or Left‘handéd -Men who g
to the School of a perfe@t Mafter, will
taugk




[ 82]
taught to ufe both. Hands, Whlch M_ea S % ; |

they will not be fo much furprized when: L
they meet with a Left-handed Man, as they =~
r - i

. gl
e
" ‘:‘f‘r

would otherwife be.

. . : tg;.‘
J : 1 R
WHE N a Right and a Leéft-handed Mag, = é

fence together, the Right-handed Man fhould, * = 5’(
pulh but feldom within, that being the An.. = S8
ugonift’s ftrongeft Part; and his weakeft; T8
and outward, which fhould be kept.covered .= "=
orin a defenfive Condition, as the moft ha- -

-

il
g

ble to be attacked ; the beft Way 1s to pufly “,""’if:
Quarte without, Engagements; Feints un.

der,and Thrufts above, and double Feints, = |
inithed above or unider the Wriftiin'Quarte,
Cuts over the Point without, an?ﬁpon' the ;55 =2
Parade, with the Fort, or with the Feeble, =% =
redoubling Quarte under the Wrift, on T A
wnde over: Thefe are cheifly the Thrults =
which a Right-handed and a Left-h:
Man-may make againft each other, i

on an Attack; or 1n’ Defence, by
Rifpofts.

SEV ER AL Mafters puzzle their: Scho~
lars by telling them that with aEeft-handed.
Man they muft a& quite contrary
they do” with a Right-handed, -
pears to' be falfe 3 becaufe toa Righ

handed Man you muft ‘pu pofing with *' &
hs, .4 '&;._.:

the Sword, which is to be
i TN

Lo s &




‘Left-hianded Man 1s, that two
't Leﬁ-hzg

PR

M,w’hen the Enenly is within yous

Sword, ‘and Tierce, when he is withour,
All the Difference  between a *Riiht and a

1ght, or
L 4 d Mep, are both - within or
without, wheréas a Right with a Left han-
ded Man, the one is within when the other
1s without, the one in Quarre, the othet
mn Tierce.

C HAP XXIHL
of the Parade of the Hand,

T HERE are, in Fencing, three Parades
A with the Left-hand : The firft, like the
Oppofition thatfs from the Tog to the Bot-
tom; the fe¢ond, with the Palm of the
Hand -withiout, towadds the Right Shoul
der, and the third, from the Bottom to the
Top, with the Outfide of the Hand : Of
thefe three Parades, the firft"is the eafieft,
the moft ufell, and the leaftdangetods: They
are condemned ‘by able ' Men,' ¢ weakening
thofe of the Swotd; whdrefore it is wrong

i1 a Mafter ro fliew thend to'd Scholar, be

te he he has pradifed thefeof the Blade 2
good while, whiich being fonger, can recurn

{4
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to all Feints, which the Left-hand cafinot]
it being 1mpoflible to parry with 1t except
you be near, which i1s very dangerous, as
well by reafon of the Difficulty of meet-
ing properly with the Sword, as of the Fa-
cility of deceiving the Hand, which inthis
Cale has not Time to come to the Parade,
becaufe of 1t’s {mall Diftance ; and befides
the Facility of deceiving it, you need only
pulh at the Arm, Sword in Hand, in ordet
to wmake 1t ufelefs.

Of the Oppoﬁtion of the Hand,

ANY People make né Diftin&ion
between the Parade and Oppofition
of the Hand, tho’ there is a very great Dif-
ference, the Parade beinz made anly againft:
the Adverfary’s Thruft, and the Oppofiti-
on to prevent a following Thruft after, ha-
ving parryed with the Sword, which is ve-
ry neceflary in moft Thrufts, efpecially i1a
the Rifpofts which may be made t0 your
Thruft 1n Seconde.

B £ s.1 p £s the Oppofition of the Hand,
after having parryed with the Sword, you
may oppofe with it, taking the Time, that
1s to fay, when thIfI Enemy .pufhes :fmul:; a-

ove

'

e Bt . T
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bove to bélow, - as the Motion of his Sword
1s greater than your’s, having only a ftrait
Line to puth Quarte on, whereas his from
above to below, 1s crnnked {o that pufhing
upon this TH]]E he cannot avoid the Thruft,
and you may caﬁl} oppole his with the Left-
hand, which 1s very different from the Pa-
tade with the Hand, to which you do not
pufh ’till aftet you have parryed.

C H A p. XXIV.

Of the Beat of the Foot, in dafn
1. ‘the.Meafure, or in the fame Flace.

T H O UGH it may feem to many Peo-
ple, that the Beat of the Foot, in
gaining Meafure, making Appels, or Alure
ments, Engagcments or other Thruils, 1s
rather ornamental thari neceflary 3 neverthe-
Yefs, thereis nothing puts the Foot in a bet-
ter Condltlnn to follow the Swiftnefs of the
Wnit, in moft of the A&ions of the Sword;
.or can any thing contribute more to the
equal Situationy and tothe Retention of the
Body O_uahtlcs which keeping you cove-
“red from the Time of your Combatant, pro-
cures
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cures you the Means, not only of taking Ade -

vantage of his, but alfo of. poflefling Ftrm---
nefs, F rcedum Juftnefs and Swiftnefs,

Y ou are to oblerve two Sorts of Beating,
the one with the Foot firm 1n the fame Place,
the other gaining Meafure; the Beat with
the Foot firm, 1s done two Ways, the one
in Appels, or Alirements on the Blade, and
the other 1n Engagements or Feints.- That
upon the Alurement on the Blade, may - be
made by a fingle Beat of the Foot, "but thofe
who are pretty well advanced, make two
without lifting the Foot but once, the firft
with the Point, and the other with the
whole Foot: That on Engagements or fin-
gle Feints, fheu’d have but one Beat, the
Thruft being to'be made. on-the {fecond Mo-
tion,

PuE Beat of the Foot n Marrhwg
or advancing, 1s" alfo divided* 1nto two
Sorts, the one 1n Engagements, or fingle
Femt and the other in Engagements and
Feints following, or 1n double Feints 3 the
Manner of engaging muft be with a ﬁn
Beat gaining Meafure; and that of engagi
with a double Feint, muft be'done' with a
double Beat,. 1n _nrdcr to agree with the
Motion of the Wrift ; and asin all,  Inclu-
d:ng the Lunge, ‘there miuft-be three Beats;

N 2 yOou
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you muﬂ: on the Flrﬂ Time or Feint, bear
with the whnlc Foot 1n the fame Placc at
the {econd Mﬁtlon of the Wrift beat again

with the foot getting Meafure, and at “the
third Motion puth.

Y o u muft obferve, that between the firft
and fecond Motion, thcre 1S No lntenal
but between the fecond and third there is,
in order to fee where the Enemy gwn
Light: This Interval muft be fhorter or

]nnger according as your Difpofition oy
Pra&tice 1s more or lefs.

CHAP XXV.

Of tbe Good Effects of a mice Dx[
cerament of the Eye.

IN Fencing, there 1s the Forefeen, and
and the Unforefeen ; the Forefeen 1s the
Effe& of the Underﬂandl and of the
Will, and the Unforefeen 1s the Effe& of
the Dif¢cernment of the Eye, and of Cuf-

tom 3 which being upheld by this Qpali;y,
, - nas
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has no fooner difcerned an'A&ion or Open-
ing of the Enémy, than all the Parts which
are to act, difplay themfelves to oppofe or
sttack him, as 1f shey depended on the
Eve. To be convinced of this Truth, vou
n{ay reflet on RE-‘\DING, wherein, affoon
a5 the Eye has difcerned the Words, the
pronouncing them follows as gaick as in
2 ftudied Difeourfe 3 the Eye and Tongué
being fo difpofed by Cuftom, as to do 1t
without immediately refleting, - Indeed
before they cou’d arrive to this, the Under
flanding and the Will were neceffary,
which having been united for a certain
Time, have communicated fuch a Habit to

thefe Parts, as to make them a& as it weré
of themfelves.

I N order to-acguire this Quality in Fens
cing, it 1s neceffary that the Mafter, 1o his
Leffons, fhou’d fhew what Opportuni«
ties are to be favourably laid hold off,
demonftrating_thar the Esgmy cannot do

two oppofite ek t' o d the fame
Time, That whilf -*l ring fome
Part of his Body, l_'jq-c?'\ by at the fame
Inftant, parry, becaule®by the Parade, 1t
muft be covered ; fo that by making them
make their Thrufts, and other Motions, by
the Difcérnment of the Eye, they find them-

felves by Pracice ready to oppofe allhtiho
Q-
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Motions of the Antagonift without the Af:
fiftance of the Will. This Method is in-
deed a little more tedious 1n the Beginning,

but 1t afterwards becomes thorter and more
certain.

I ¥ you have not had Pra&ice enough to
make the Difcernment of the Eye thus ha-
bitual, you muft obferve what Motions
your Action caufes in the Adverfary, by
making a Half, or Home-thruft, 1norder to
difcover whether the Enemy has recourfe
to the Parade, or to the Time: If he goes
tQ parry, you muftobferve his Manner, in
order to make a Feint refembling the fame
Thruft, and to puth at the Part where you
obferved him to give the Light; and if he
goes to the Time, you alfo make a Feint,
preparing yourfelf for the Parade and Rif-
poft, or to take a Time contrary to his,
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C HAPrP XXVL
Of Time.

F we were to follow the exa&t Term of

Time, every Thing that'is done in Fen-
ang might be called fo 5 for you fhou'’d ne-
ver thruft but when you have a favourable
Opportunity of hitting, nor parry, but at
the Time that favours you to oppofe the E-
remy’s Sword, nor make an Engagement,
nor a Feint, but to take the Time upon the

Motion that your Action occafions in the
Adverfary.

T 1m E 1s the Duration of any Motion ;
Itis called Time becaufe it 1s the moft fa-
vourable Opportunity of pufhing, the Ene-
my being unable during one A&ion to do a
contrary one.

I T 1s divided into feveral Manners and
Terms : The firft 1s called taking the Time,
the fecond, taking his Time, the third,
Time to Time, the fourth, the {ame Time,
and the fifth, talfc Time. a

4
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t. Ta K 1 N ¢ the Time, 1s making your
Thruft by a judicious Difcernment on the
Motion of the Enemy, taking him by a cop-
trary one: Xou are to know that every Mo-
tion, of whatevert Part it be, 15 called Time;
for which Reafon, I fhall fay nothing of
Feints, Engagements, and Difengagements,
upon which. 1t may be taken 3 and that in
three . Manners, oiz. ftrait, lowering the
Body, or volting it, which you muft know
how to apyly. In a ftrait Thrult'the Time
fhou’d be taken by lowering and volting
the Body ; becaufe the Thruft coming firai,
if you were to pufh the fame Way, vou
would, by fupporting the Wnit, make i
Contraft; and by pufhing crooked, you
would make a Coup Fourré, or an interchan-
ged Thruft; but if the Thruft be 1n Two
‘Limes, -or Metions, you may pufh on the
firlt ; If it be in three Motions, ot the fe
cond. As to the volting and lowering the
Body, they may be ufed on all Motions§
provided they be abandoned, and that
the Enemy does not keep back. his Body tc
draw you onq

2. Taking his Time, is the moft fubtle
Thing in Fencing, depending Jnnqlpalli

on the Mind: The Mansger of taking i

proceeds from y::suri Place or Situation
whic
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which gives you an Opportunity of knowin
the Fort and the Feeble of the Enemy, iE
that feeling his Blade with your’s, you may
by a judicious Cuftom, pufh at a proper
Inftant, according as you find the Weaknefs
of his Sword § and though i1t may feem that
the Enemy, 1n the fame Guard, and at the
{ame D.ftance, can as ea@ily parry ; that ddes
not happen becaufe of ‘his different Defign ;
for when he 1s 1otent on his Parade, he
parrys better than when he has a Defign to
puth, difengage, or make a Feint, by reafon
of the feveral Opérations of the Mind
which follow the Will,

2 The -Time to Time, or the Counter

to Time, is, by feveral People, called
Counter-Time &+ This Conteft cannet 1m Ef-
fect alrer this neceflary Part of the Art 3 1t
being but an Impropriety in Terms'; wheh
they fay that making a Motion to bring:the
Enemy on, and when he 1s going to tmake a
Thruft, the making a2 Counter ; this is H
Confequence ‘a Counter-timé, like g :
ter-digngqemem, without obferving ‘that
a Counter:time is nothing but an il timed
Motion; which fhould upon all" Otcafiors
be avoided : And if that Ml']gumgnt wereto
take place; it'might be faid that-there 11 nd
fuch Thing in Fencing as taking the Time,
becaufe it is to be done only by takipg &

O Time

— ol
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- Time contrary to that which is mt’endfd to
be taken of you, which. according to their
Argument would be a Counter-time ; where-
-as the Term Time to Tume, or cnunter to
‘Time, {ufficiently fhews, that it requires
“three Mutmns, . fince the taking the Time
‘requires two, and the taking 1t at the Time <
that he takes it; muft require a third, Of :
thefe three Motions | you are to make two:

The firft,. in order to get one from the E-
‘memy, that you may hav e an Advantage
by your fecond, which 15 the third Time;

fo that when he thinks to take the Time
upon you, you take it upon hun, which,
far from being a Counter-time, 1s a Time
‘to his, or Counter to his Time.

oyt ? %Y TH E fame Time, depends on three
‘Things : Firft, that both having a Defign
to pufh, you both pufh by chance at once,
-without expe€ting 1t from each other: Se-
«condly : That full of the Defign to take the
-Time, and not knowing 1it, you pufh upon
‘the Encmy s Thruft, without forefe ceing how §
-to avoid it; and thirdly, when an- Inferior,
or defperate Man, unable to dcfcnd htm['clf
‘+had rather run on your Thruft in cndea
wvouring to hit you, than ftrive in vain
to avoid it. 'Thefe are not enly the Oceafi-
ons of the fame Time, but alfo of the

“oups Fourrés.
Iz
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T 15 to be obflerved, that Time, and the
fame Time, differ only 1n their Figure,
and not 1n their Occafion, as Monfieur De.
la Touche {ays, for to.take the Tume upon a
Thruft, youmuft go off upon the LLunge, as
if 1t were on the fame Time, except that the
Figure of the Body fhuns the Fhruft, which
in that of the fame Time 1t does not do.

F A LsE Time, 15 2a Motion made by the
Enemy to draw you on, 1n order to take ay
Time upon your’s ; therefore he that would
take the Time, fhou’d difhinguith whether
the Motion ‘made, isto diforder him, and
take the Advantage of his Parade, or to make-
him thruft, and take the - Advantage of his:
Lunge; In Cafe of the firft, 1t would be a
['aulz not to pufh 5 and in Cafe of the other,
it would:be amifs to ‘puth. Some Mafters
call the falfe Time, Half Time, - which .1s:
wrong, every Motion being a Time, and as
itis mpoffible to make a Half Motion, fo.
‘1s impoffible to make a Half Time,

T H e . Difference of Time between the.
dexterous and- awkard 18, that the dexte«
rous prefent and take the Time, and the o-
tners, give and lofe 1t. '

O 2 N CHAPS
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Cn AP XXVIL

Of  Swiftnefs,

CWIFTNESS 1s the Shortnefs of

Time between the Begmning and End
of a Motion : It proceeds from a regular and
frequent Exercife, joined with a gebd Dif-
poficion 3 that 1s to fay, Vigous gad Supple-
nefs, which formy Agiliey, . -

A great Swiftnefs ca hot be acquired
without long Pra&tice and a good Di e
on, the one not being f{ufficient, without
the other; to give it : For the beft ,natural
Parts, without Pradtice, will be of very lit-
tle Service to thofe who have the beft Dif-
pofition 3 and the moft regular Practice with-
out the Affiftance of Nature, will -never
make a Man perfeétly Swidt.

SWIFTNSS in Fencing, 1sfo neceffa-
ry. that without this Quality, 1t 1s vcrrv‘
difficult to defend, and impofiible t:;_ nd
cnda,
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fend : This Truth is fo well knowh, thae
every one 1s éarneftly defirdus of it, the’
moft People are 1gnorant of the Means ne-
ceffary to acquire 1t

W@ AT contributes moft to the heedms
ing fwift, befides, frequédt Exercife. and
q fine Difpofition, 18 a perfeé Situation of
the Parts, the Retention of the Body, and
the regular Motion of the Wrift : The Situ-
ation requires this§ advantageous Poifit of
al] the Parts, toa communicate Frecdom and’
Vigour to the Ad&ion, that they ndy &
with Quicknr.}s. In ordér t6 retain the Bow
dy, it 1s neceflary that 1t be always in itls
perfect Sitvation, during the Motions previ-
gus to the Thruft; and if the Thruaft één-

ift of one Tim¢ only, the Wrilt muft begin.

A s to the Mdtior of the Hand, it muf¥
not only Be amimdted, but alfo the Aftion
muft nof be wide, whether 13 Difengage~
ments, Eng:#mqrit!, Fermts, or Ri 3
becaufe if you would befoon at your Mark;
it is not fufficiént to go quick, but jr ¢
al{fo neceffary that the Aton be clofe.

M any Peaple havé confdunded the
Swiftnefs of pufhing with précipitate or cons
{ecutive Thrufts, without confidering that

Pre-
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Precipitation is either when the Body moves

before the Hand, or when an improper Mo-.
tion is made; and the confecutive Thrufts,

the puthing feveral Times without Interval, ,

or when there 1s no Occafion; which may
be done by one who 1s not fwift ; for Swift-
nefs 1s only the Shortnefs of Time between

the Beginning and End of an Aétion, as |

have already faid.

Swi¥TNESs and Time are very juft-
ly called the Soul of Fencing, and all
Thrufts owe their Succefsto thefe Qualities;
for you cannot hit but by Surprize, nor fur-
prize but by Swiftnefs,

THERE are three Ways of {urprizing.
in Fencing : The firft 1s the Situation of the
Guard, taking his Time: The fecond, 1s do-
mng an A&ion to diforder the Enemy, in or-
der to hit him, at.that Time, where he is:
open; and the third 1s when the Opponent
attacks you, either by Feints, Engagements,
or Lunges, you take him upon the Time.’
Tho’ thefe three Sorts of Surprize require
a certain Point of Swiftnefs, the firft needs:
the moft, having no other Support 3 but the
two others have the Advantage of having

diforder’d the Enemy,

Av-
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AL THoueH Time, Swiftnéfs, and
the other Qualities are abfolutely necefla-
ry in Fencing, without their  juft Concur-
rence they are ufelefs.: In order to acquire
which, the Wrift muft be eafy by Praétice,
that you may to hit where  you fee Light,

CH A P. XXVIIL
Of Meafure.

T IME, Swiftnefs, and Juftnefs, without
the Knowledge of Meafure, would be
in vai, Thrufls from afar being of no Ufe,
and from near, dangerous ; and the other
Motions fhou’d alfo be at a certain Diftance,
in order not only to. be ready for the Time,
but alfo to take Advantage of the Diforder
ofthe Enemy, - The Meafure is taken from
you to the Enemy, and from the Enemy
to you : The firft 1s eafier ‘known, as well
becaufe 1t s naturally {o, as by the Cuftom
of your Lunge, which:being, in regard of
{;qurfclf,_ always-the:fame, makes 1t eafier
y Pra®wce: The Meafure from the Enemy

to
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to you is difficult,” from the Difference in
an: Perfons whofe Stature, A&ivity, or
Swords, are not always alike; and tho’ the
Height fhou’d be the fame, the Arms,
Thighs and Legs are not proportionable;
befides there are big Men that have fhort
Arms, and little Men that have long Arms ;
It 1s likewife fo in regard to the Clift ; fome
being longer in the Fork than others; and
though two Men fhou’d in that Particular be
alike, 1f ope of them Has fhorter Legs than
the other, he will reach farther, hecaufe
his Thighs are longer, and in the Lufige,
only one of the Legs contributes to 1t’s
Length. the other making a Line almoft per-
pendicular, whereas the two Thighs making

a ftrait Line, contribute equally to the Ex-

-

fention.

TaE Difference in Supplenefs, alfo
gnakes a Difference 1n the Extention; a2 Man
who has the Freedom of his Shoulders and
Hipps, going farther than one that has been

conftrain’d. It may alfo happen that two §
Men of like Proportion and Fresdom of

Parts, may not have an equak Extention,
by their being taught diflerently ; fome

Mafters teaching to keep the: Body upright,
the Wrift raifed, or tqo -mﬁod one Side,
and the Left-foot flat ; s the Body

fhou’d lean a little forsard, fwi:hnmm'ﬁﬁ
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or carrying the Hand to one Side, farthef
than to keep the Body covered, and the Left-
foot thou’d lye down on the Edge ;5 this Si-
ruation gives a greater Length than the
other,

T H e different Lengths of Swords {ome-
times make 1t difficult to know the Meafure,
and makes it impoffible to fix it by Rule,
as feveral Mafters have pretended : Some
of them fay that the: Meafare 15 juit,” when
the Points crofs each other 2 Foot; othets,
with as little Réafon, wou'd have the Mid-
dle of your Blade touch the Point of the
Adverfary’s; but what gives a true Know-
ledge of the Meafure 1s .frequent Exercig_
accompanied with a good Judgmient, pafl-
ing often Quart and Tierce Wwith differede
Foils, and béing pufhed at by different Pex-

{ons.

T e Extention 13 taken from the Left:
foot, which 1s_the Centre, to the Button of
the Foil. -8,

[ did defign, in this Place, to treat of
Time, and of a regular Way of pafhing
Leffons, from the Beginaing to the End of
one Year, according to the Difpofition u{
Scholars; but after I had finithéd 1t,.
thought that my Fellow-Bréthren would
periaps take it ill that T fhould prefcribe

P Leflons
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Leffons to'their Schelare, by which, inftead
of gaining their good Opinion, I might in-
cur the Accufation of being mere bufy than
know1ng.

C H AP XXIX-
Of 1the Necefﬁry of fame Quah'tie.r

i a Ma ﬁer.

T N order to teach weéll, it’s neceflary to

have a perfet Idea of the Means which
conduce from the Beginning to the End of
the Matter propofed, I mean to it’s Perfec-
tion, or to what comes neareft to 1t, 1f out
Age has not as yet arrived to it.

I N Fencing, as well as in other Exerci-
{es, there fhould be Judgment and Know-
ledge how to aft and how to Teach: The
firft is the Effe&t of a long and good Theory;
the {fecond, of a good Theory, Iong Pratice,
and a good Difpofition; and the third, be-
fides the Theory and Pradice, 1s the Effect
of a good Genius, or of a particular Talent.

Quae
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Qualities which fhou’d be always united 5
fo that the Genius may be capable ot teach--
ing properly to different Perfons, the Appli-
cation of the Rules which are acquired by
Experience,

I T 1s as neceffary in this Art that a Maf-
ter's Motions fhou’d be regular, and that he
fhou'd hold the Foil properly 1n his Hand,
as 1t 1s for a Writing Mafter to draw the
Example well that he would have copied ;
{o that the Scholar of the one, or of the o-
ther, may learn a better Motion, or a finer
Charater. It 1s alfo proper that when a
Scholar commits a Fault, the Mafter thou'd
fhame him by 1mitating it, the feeing the
Fault making a greater Impreffion than the
hearing ‘of it..

A Mafter in his Leflon fhou’d give a Time
to the Scholar to make him pufh, in order
to teach him to take the Enemy’s Time. He
fhou’d likewife fometimes hear back his Bo-
dy, and parry him from time to time, that
he may accuftom him to be firm on hs
Legs, to oppofe his Sword well, and tore-
cover well : It is good fometimes to let him
make feveral Thrufts following, and then
remainipg firm all of a fudden, to fhew him,
that he fhou'd always be réady to thruft

when
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when an Opportunity offers, and to retain
himfelf when 1t does not offer.

I N order to make him take the Time
well, and to form hjs Parade and Rifpoft
properly, the Time that the Mafter gives
muft have a Regard to Rule;, and fometimes
to the Diforder of an unskilful Enemy, that
he may be equally fortifyed for both ; and ta
form his Parade and Rifpoft the Mafter muft
puﬂln in the Manner the moft like to an Af
{ault.

- THouvoH moft Mafters give Leffons
with fhorter and ftiffer Foils than are ufec
in affaulting or playing loafe, I efteem 1
better always to ufe the fame Foils that they
may not be deceived in an Affault.

A Mafter’s Play fhou’d be neat, fubtle
agreeable, and ufeful, as fir for Combat as
for the School.

T m e Art of Fencing being to make the
gooft of a good or bad Diafpofition, when ’ti
good ’tis capable of being ‘made  perfedtly
dexterous, and when bad, the- Defect of Na-
ture is to be repaired by Art.

By fayinidthg_t 'tis no ixq‘rdrdMa.ttc; to
perfe€t fuch Men as are naturally of a very
good
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good Difpofition, s meant the bringing
v them to a certain Point which they could al-
moft arrive to of themfelves, by Pra@ice and
Speculation ; bat 1t1s well known thar it is
the Bufinefs of a good Mafter to make his
Scholar_ perfetly- dexterous, and- thqt
may have a good Difpofition-and long Exer-
cife, 1f heis not well inferyfted he dannot
become dexterous, even tho’ he thou’d exe-
cute with Agility, being intapable of acqui-
l_'ing a Good without kf}nﬁingapd pr;&'
it.

A good Dipofition 15 feldom to be met
with, for there is geperally a Mixture of
bad Parts with the good, Some have a fuyp-
ple, light and vigorous Body, and with thefe
Qualitiesa heavy or ill adjufted Hand ; and
others that have as good a Difpofition as 15
defirable, have a narrow Genius, fearing to
undertake any thing, or are hot and 1ncanfi-
derate, which fhews that it is enly by 4 per-
fet Accord of the Parts and TUnder :ncﬁ‘;!fk
that a Man can be perfectly dexteroys.

| v fhort an able Mafter doks not om
fhew the Fault, and whence it proceeds, by
alfo the Danger to which it expefes, and
the Means to leave it, A Mafter whofge Pl
is regular, or who has the beft Foundat
may properly be {zid to be 2 good Maftér.
CHAPR.
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CHAP XXX

Rules for pufbing and parrying at the .
Wall, and for making an Affanlt. ‘

HOUGH ’tis ablolutely neceffary
to begin by way of Leffon, and to

continue 1n 1t a long Time, in
order that Praftice growing to a Habi,
may give Liberty to the Parts to form them-
felves : neverthelefs however well you may
take your Leflons, fome other Means are ne-
ceflary to make an Aflault well, than thole
which the Mafter gives at his Plaftron;
This Rule muft be fupported by pufhing
and parrying at the Wall, and in the Man-
ner I am going to lay down.

WHEN you have laboured a certain
Time at Leffons, you muft pufh at a Cufhi-
on which 1s fixed againft the Wall for that
Purpofe, obferving the Guard, and the Mea-
fure or Extention of the Thruft; and that
the Hand difplay itfelf in Quarz, not only :
gccording to the Rule, but firft, adjufhr% !

2
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and fupporting the Thruft, and that-all the
Parts be placed 1in the moft advantageous
Situation for the Thruft and Recovery,
which fhou’d be very regularly obferved.

AF¥ T ER having lunged for {ome Days
on the Cufhion, to fix the Wrift and Body
a little; you muft puth at a Scholar, who
Being placed at the Wall will parry your
Thrufts ; you fhou’d be in Meafure, and te
fee 1f it be juft, you muft lunge in Quart,
placing the Button foftly on the Body," at
the fame time taking off your Hat, having
taken the Meafure you muft recover in
Guard, and place yourfelf on the Outfide
of his Sword 1n order to difengage and pufh
Quart, - being more careful of pufhing juftly
than hitting; he that parrys fhou’d from
time to time drop his Foil, which will fhew
whether 'he that pufhes follows the Blade
or the Line of the Body ; having remain’d
fome Time upon the Lungeto form the Sup-
port of the Wrift and the Pofture of the Bo-
dy you recover to Guard. When you lunge
pretty well in Quart, you may. difengage
and puth . Tierce, and when the Thruft 1s
pufhed and parryed, you may recover and
pufth Seconde under. |

AN _n”n: N you have puﬂ'icd for fome Tlml:
in this Manner, you may praftile to pacry,
put




[ 112 ]

tt'fng Vbuffbl[' for that P'urpofe to the

all. which furnifhies a better Parade thap
at large, where you are ufed to draw back
the Body which weakens it, whereas here
you cannot, which makes the Parade ftron.
ger, having no Dependance but 61 the Foil;
you thou’d chufe a Scholar that pufhes the
moft regularly, it Being difficult without
that, that a ﬁ:g’mnEr fhou’d learn to parry

juftly.

Mos T young Beginders endeavour to
hitar any Rate, inftead of praftifing what
would be beneficial to them, bur inftead of
decerving others they deceive themfelves, by
praltifing lefs how to form themifeives and
pufh according to Rule; than how to fpoil
their Bodies, and deftroy tlie Solidity of the
Principles: Some ufe themifelves to pufl
with the Wrift only, without the Foot,
which is dangerous, by realon of theé too
preat Mealure ; others with as'little Reafon,
and as much ﬁangﬂ, place themfelves with-
out binding the Blide, and thruft under
the Wrift ; in the one the Situation of the
Guard is good for nothing, and in the other
there 1s no Defen¢e if the Advérfaty thrufls
at that time : Others deceive by making 2
Time or Motion when they are placed, but
the pufhiing at the Wall requitey nly the
Jufthe(¥ and Swiftriefi of the Theoft § others

. put




[ 113 ]

Rt‘lt themfelves very near baulking the Mea=
re, which may be done four Ways, tho'
thé Left-foot may be 1n it’s proper Place,
and kept firm ‘in the Thruft; the firft 1s
done by marking or bringing forward the
Point of the Left-foot, keeping 1t a little in,
then advancing the Heel, which gives more
Meafure fecondly, by keeping back the Bo-
dy ona Lunge, you deceive the Meafure
arid hit by abandoning 1t forward, which
gives it a greater Extention, thirdly, by
tailing or carrying the Wrift too high, or too
much to one Side, which fhortning the
Thruft, makes it believed that you are out
of Reach, but according to the Rule and
Line you are too much in Reach 3 fourthly,
fome take Meafure by holding the Thumb
on the Body of the Guard, and when the

have a mind to hit they hold it on'the Mid-
dle of the Handle, with the Pommel 1n
the Hand, whichalfo givesa greater Length,

WHEN you have for fome time ufed
yourfelf to pufh and parry at the Wall, ac-
cording to the Rules that I have laid down.
you muft, (tho’ ’tis not the Rule of ‘Schools,
elpecially when you pufh with Strangers,)
you muft [ {ay, when you pufh with a Scho-
lar of your own Mafter, "pufh and parry
a Thruft alternately, difénzacing; and then
do the fame feinting, and- fometime. af ér
you
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you fheu’d make the other Thrufts, telling

one another your Defign, which makes you

execute and parry them by Rule, efpecially

il you refle&t on the Motions and Poftures

of ‘the Lunges and Parades. Being a little

formed to this Method, you may, being

warded of the Thruft, parry 1t, telling the

Adverfary where you intend your Rifpoft,
which puts him 1n a2 Conditien to avoid it,
and gives him Room to redouble after -his
Parade, either ftrait or by a Feint, at which
you are not {urprized, expe&ing by being
forewarned the Thruft he 1s to make. which
puts you eafily on your Defence and Offence:
By this Manner of Exercife, you not only
improve fafter, but with more Art, the Eye
and Parts being infenfibly di{pofed to follow
the Rule, whereas without this Method, the
Difference that there is between a Leflon of
affaulting a Man who forewarns you, helps
you, and lets you hit him, and another who
endeavours to defend himfelf and hit you,
18, that except the Pratice of Leflons be ve-
ry well taught by long Exercife, you fall
into a Diforder which 1s often owing to the

Nature.

THE taking a Leffon well, and the
Manner of pufhing and parrying which k
have jult now defcribed, may be auained
1o

Want of Art more than to any Defet in

L
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to by Pradtice only, but fome other Thrrgs .
are neceflary to make an* Affault well; for
befides the Turn of the Body, the Lightnels; -
Supplenefs and Vigour which compofe the

exteriour Part, you muft be ftout and pru-

dent, Qualities {o effential, that without

them you cannot a&t with a good Grace, nor

to the Purpofe. If you are apprehenfive,
befides, that you don’t pufh home, or juftly,

Fear making you keep back your Thraft, or

follow the Blade, the leaft Motion of the
Enemy ‘diforders you, and puts you out of
a Condition to hit hun, and to avoid his

Thrufts, Without Prudente, you cannot
take the Advantage of the Situation, Mori-
ons, or Defigns of the Enemy, which chan-

ging very often, according t¢ his Capacity
and to the Meafure, demonftrates that an ill
concerted Enterprife expofes more to Dan-

ger than it procures Advantage : [ order
to turn this Quality to an Advantage, you
are to obferve the Enemy’s Fort and [eeble,
whether he attack or defend ; if he attack,
it wifl'be enther by plain Thrufls ftrait, or
difengaged, or by Feirts or Engagements,
which may be oppofed by Time, or Rifpofts :
If he Keeps on his Defentce, it 1s either totake
the Time or to rifpofte. ‘In cafe of the firft,
you fhoun’d, by Half thrufts, oblige him .to
pufh: in order to take aCounterto his Tine,
and'1f he fticks to his Parade, you muft ob-
Q.2 - ferve
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ferve im what Manner, in order to- difordes
him by Feints, and pufh where he gives.

Light.

IT would fill a whole Volume to de-
fcribe the Thrufls that may be made, accor-
ding to the Difference of Perfons, as well
to furprife as to avoid being furpri‘ed ; bes
fides the many Repetitions wou’d be ex-
tremely puzling, for which Reafon, I have,
inftead of them, laid down the following
Advices, which contain chiefly, what |
cou’d not otherwife have cammunicated
without a long Treatife,

Do n’r put yourfell 1n Guard within
the Reach of the Enemy,

M a K E no wry Faces, or Motions that
are difagreeable to the Sight,

B £ not affeCted, negligent, nor fhiff,

- Don’t flatter yourfelf in your Leflons,
and flill lefs 1n Affaults.

B E not angry at receiving a Thruft, but
take care to avoid it,

B £ not vain at the Thrufls you give, nor
fhew Contempt when you receive them.

Do
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‘D 6 not éndeavour to give many Thrufts,
running the Rifque of receiving one.

Do N’t think yourfelf expert, but that’
you may become fo,

W H E N you prefent the lel give the'
Choice without prefling,

I ¥ you are much inferiour, make no>
long Affaults.

D o nothing that’s ufelefs, every Aﬁwu
fhou'd tend to your Advantage,

LEssoN s and Affaults are unly valu-

able when the Application'dnd Genius make
them {o, |

T oo good an Opinion fpoils many Pcu-
ple, and tqo bad a one - ftill more.

A natural Difpofition and Pra&ice are ne-

ceflary 1n Leflons, but in Affaults there muft
be a Genius befides.

THE Goodnefs of Lcﬁnns and of Af-

faults does not confift fo much in the Length
as in the Mannerof them, :

WHEN
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W H e N you have to do with one that’s
bold and forward, it is neceffaty to feem th
apprehenfive in order to get a favourable
Qpportunity.

| th
I ¥ you a& againft one that’s fearful, at-
teck him briskly to put lnm m Diforder. )
. ¢
BeEFoRE you applaud a Thruft given,
examune if Chance had no Hand 10 1t,
ne
THRUS TS of Experience, and thofe 0
of Chance are différent, the firft come often,
the others {eldom or never happen, - you
may depend on oney but not on the other. k
_Xn Battle let Valour and Prudence go to-
gether, the Lyon’s Courage with the Fox’ 8
Craft.
"To be it Poffeflion-of what you  know, 5

you muft be in Pofleflion of yourfelf.

UNBERTAKE nothing but what
your Strength and the Capacity of the Ene-
my will admit of in the Execution.

THE Beauty of an Affault appears
the Execution of the Defigu: |

MAKE
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M a kg no Thruft without doﬁﬁder"ing
the Advantage and the Danger of it.

17 the Eye and Wrift precede the Body,
the Execution will be good.

BE always cautious, Time loft ¢annot
be regained.

I¥ youcan hit without a Feint, make
none, two Motions are moreé dangerous thad
one.

To know what you rifque, you muft
know what you are worth,

I ¥ you would do well, aequire the a-
sreeable and ufeful.

TweNTY good Qualities will not
make you perfe&, and one bad one will hins
der your being fo.

Jupoer of a Thruft, rather by’ Reafon
than by n’s Suecefs ; the on¢ may fail, bue
the other cannot. |

- Te parry well is much, but it is nothing

when you can do more,

L7

4
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-~ L £ T your Guard; and your Play be al.
Ways direétly-oppofite tothe Enemy,

PR A cTicE1serthet g Godd or an E-
vil; all confifts 1n the Choice of it.

. 'W.H EN you think yourfelf skilful &nd
dexterous, 't1s then you are not {o,

- *T 15 not enough that your Parts agree,
they muft alfo an{wer the Enemy’s Metions,

THE knowing a2 Good without prai-
fing it, turns toran Evil

T w o skilful Men acting together, fight
more  with their Heads than  with ‘tHeir
Hands.

.-J¥ you ate fuperiour -toyour -Enemy,
efs hum clofe, and if you‘are inferiour,
break Mealure to keep him moving.

- ENDEAVOUR both to difcoyer the
Enemy’s Defign, and to conceal your own.

W HEN the Eye and the Hand agréc in
the fame Inftant, you are perfeély riglit.

DrAw
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DR AW not your SWﬂrd but to fnrv;
the King, preferve your Hunnur or dcﬁ:ncf
your Lafe,

-CH AP. XXXL

ng'nﬁ feweral erraneons Opiniogs.

H QU GH there are People of 3 bad

Tafte in every Art or Sciesce, there
are more in that of Fencing than in Otherl..
as well by Reafon of the little Underftan-
ding of fome Teachers, as of the liftle
Pra&wnof fome Learners, who not a mg
upon a good Foundation, or long eno
to have a good Idea of it, argue {0 lkl
on this Exereife, that I thou ght it as
my Bufinefs to obferve their Errors, 48 1t 19
my Duty to infleu@ thofe that I have ﬂw
Honour to teach 1n the Theory of it : {
this Means, I may furnifh thaﬂm with jufs

R tes
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ter Sentiments, and the Others with the
Means of preferving their Honour and Lives,

I begin with thofe, whe defer letting their
Children learn ’till they have artained a cer-
tain Age, Growth and Strength. If thefe
three Qualities would erable them to put
this Art 1n Execution immediately, I ac
knowledge that they ought not to begin ’till
they poffeflfed them 3 but it1s by long Ex-
E:rlcnce and Praftice only, that they can

come perfect; fo that except they begin
young, the Employments for which they
are defigned, may not give them Time to
arrive toit; befides, by beginning in attens
der Age, the Body 1s more eafily brought
to agood Air, and an ealy Difengagement ;
being more at Liberty, and lefs ufed to
Faults, which it would naturally fall jato
for want of being cultivated,

O T HE R s fay that 1t 15 needlefs to learn
when the Difpofition 1s wanting, which is
an Error ; for a Body that is well difpofed
by Nature, can better difpenfe with the
Want of Improvement, than thofe that ‘fhe
has taken lefs care of 3 thele requiring a con-
ftant Labour, to acquire what the others
have almoft of themfelves ; and tho” they
cannot arrive to a perfe&t Agility, yet therr

Bodies

L o
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Bodies will be better difpofed to a&t, and
their Lives not fo much in Danger:,

S o m E aflure you that the knowing how
to Fence; makes a Man quarrelfome; and
thereby expofes him to dangerous Confe-
quences, without confidering itis a natu-
ral Brutality, Honour, or Danger, which .
obliges him to attack another, or defend
himfelf; which he would ‘do without ha-
ving learned, with this Difference; that
though he have the fame Brutality or Gou-
rage, the Iffue of the Battle 1s not the fame ;
and if he have Occafion to defend himfelf,
would it- not be better for him to be able to
do it, than to leave his Life to an uncer-
tain-and dangerous Hazard ?

O T HER s fay that it 1s enough to learn
one Exercife at a time’; that a Plurality of
different Lefons fatigues the Mind and the-
Body : But asone Science difpofes the Mind
for the others, they having a Sort of a Cor-
refpondence one with another, fo Exercifes
favour one another as well 1n regard to the
Pofture of the Body, as to the ¥Freedom of
Morion ; befides, that learning them - one af-
ter atother, as each Particular would take
up as- much Time as all in general, this
Length of Time would,be too greatfor any
one almoft to fucced 1a themn. . )

* | R 2 MANY:
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M A % v Peéple {ay that with Sword 14
Hand the Rules of the School are not ob-
ferved, and that "tis fufficient to have «
Heart! It s cettain that People who are
{fubjeét to this Effor, are ot capable of fol-
lowing the Rules which are to be acquired
otily by puttiig a good Theory in Pradtice;
which, by fiequent Ufe, difpofes the Eye
arid the Partd of Executing {o well, that it.
is almoft impoflible to a& otherwife: And.
as to the Praltice of Schools and of the
Sword, ’tis thé {améy for no ofie otight to
do any thing with the Foil, but what he
knows by Extpetience to be without Rifque,
according to his Rules. In fome Cafes, it
s true, what s efteemed good in one, is
not in the other. For Example: Thrufts
with the Foil aré goéd otily on the Body,
and with the Swérd they are good every
where ; and that in an Affault with the
Foil, the joifing is reckoned as nothing,
whereas in Battle ’tis the Seal of the Vido:

vy ; but except in that, ¥ fhould be alike

i every Thifg,

O 7T HERSs fay that if they had todo
with experienced Men, th? would - not
sive them Timeé té put themfelves in Guards
as 1f a Man who & expert wérenor always
on his Guard, betfig more knowing, and bees

- ter
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tét difpofed, ot only to place himfelf 4
once, by the Habit chat all his Parts hav
contradted, bot alfo to furprife, and avoi
being furptifed, by the Knowledge he hag
of Time and Meés{ure ¢ On the contrary, an
unskitful Perfon being ignotamt of both, i¥
cafily cutech’d 4 befides, that his Parts being
unaccuftomed to plave themfelves regulate
ly, or ar once, mult always be it a contings
al Motion, ‘vandly feeking their Place, b
which they give dhe Time¢, and would lo
it if 5t were given to them, |

S om £, in Oppofition 16 thels, faly that
if they know how to keep themfelves id
Guard ’tis fufficient. They are in the right
if the Goard be perfe€ y which is not to
be acquired but by a Pradtice as long as 18
neceffaty to fake them perfedly dexterous,
which 15 et their Meaning 3 they thinki

that 1t is only the placing of the Parts, which
is ufelefs, without Freedom and Vigoug
to mamage themn. Thefe sre Qualities,
which when #ccompanied with a certais .
regular Air, and a good Grace; fhew, as

foon 46 @ Mah rakes & Sword of Foil in.

his Hand, to what Pitch of Degterity he s
artived. :

S o i Melr will el you thap
know enough £6 ° fepve theit - Thrss--

who
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who ufe this Exr'ﬁﬁon;- as well as thofe:
L.have fpoken of  before, {ufficiently thew
that they have Jearnt but little or nothing.
In Effe®t it is no hard Mitter to judge of
the different Degrees of Ability 5 fo that
when a Man finds himfelf infériour, he
cannot properly fay that he knowsenough
to ferve his Turn; and aMan who is fu-
periour, knows very well that he 1s not per-
fect, and that if his good Difpofition toge-
ther with his long Praétice, has brought him
very forward in the Art, others may know
as much as he, and thart therefore he 1s not
fo" perfet as an unskilful Perfon may ima-
gine. |

I bave heard feveral People {ay that they
did not care to be dexterous, nor to know
the fine Rules, provided they knew how to
defend themfelyes, and to pufh and parry:
well 5 and really they are in the right, fup-
pofing they could do that without pra&i-
fing what the moft able Men have 1nvented
upon this Occafion, 1%

T HE R E are People that fay, -that with
Sword 1n Hand, againft an able Map, there

is nothing to be done but pufh vigoroufly,

to diforder him: Iam aptto believe that
this may fucceed againft a Man who is not
well form'd, or has not the Courage and

g;;'
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Refolution that 1s neceffary ; but if he has e-
nough to keep up his Spirit, this Attack wrll
be advantageous to him 3 beeaufe it cannot be
done without giving him an Opportunity
of getting the better 3 and pefides, I have
Reafon to believe that the greateft Part of

thofe who talk in this‘ Manner, would hard-
ly attempt an able Map.,

IT may may befaid that People have
often fought in this Manner with Succefs
but as there 1s Difference 10 Perfons, what
fucceeded with them againft unskilful Peo-
ple or Cowards, would have been dange-
rous againft other Men. it

I have met with People who were weak
enoygh to believe, that Knowledgein Fen-
cing takes away the Heart, {aying, that fee-
ing the Counters to every Thruft they forny,
by Means of that Knowledge, an Idea of evit
dent Danger, which diffipating the Courage,
and caufing an Apprehenfion, hinders them
from their Enterprize; when an unskilful
Perfon blindly undertakes every thing : Jt1s
true that there is great Blindnefs inthis Way
of pufhing, as they {ay, and fhill more in théit
Underftanding, to think that an able Min
dares not undertake or venture  when the
Appearance of Succefs leads him to it; and
that an jgnorant Man fhall venture when

18
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Hs{]—nfs is almoft_certain, Ts it reafonable
fe, that 2 Man of »atural Cours
M lofe i 1f, becaufe he 15 affyred that E.
18 more expert than his Enemy, over whom,
or perhaps his  Eguals, he always had the
'fetter in Affauks y the Help of his Know,
e and. cupm > this far from in.
tumdatmg him, ;cms tg allure him of
Succefs, which 1s due to his habitual Prac-
tice, On the contrary, an gwkayd Map ha-
ying {een, by his Difadvantage in School Af-
faults, that he has no Room to hope in.Come.
bat, the dexterous Man poflefling the Quas
lities which procure Succefs; and one wh.
had never handled a Foil, will be as much
puzled, as if he had expenencedthc Pil-

;dvantage of It

Orurss Wn'h as little Reafon, leave
all to Chanee, but the very Name s fuffi-
cient to (hew that it 36 opt to be relye'd on,

SoME agam fay to what Purpofe fall
wa Jearn to Fence, the KI1N G has forbid
Duels: It 15 tppe that th]s great Prince,
augufl for his Piety as for hig Vidkories, was
wull; thereby to preferve the Blood of -his
brave{t Subjefls, who expofe’d 1t every Day
to be fhed throvgh a falle Natm of Hrglﬂu;-

v
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Bu T tho e forbid Duels, he was o
far: from ' hindering th2 Praftice of the
Sword, that He has eftablifhéd feveral Aca-
demies: forthe perfe@ Ule of it, not: only
for Defence, but alfo to qualify his Subjeéls
to pur'thé Juftice of his Meafuresin' Exe-
cutron: And st muftat laft ‘be agreed ‘to,
that a2 Man Wwho wears & Sword, withous
knowidg how to ufe it, rups as great a:Ha-
zard, and 18 foll as$ ridiculous; as a Man
who carries' Béoks about hiim without Enovwe-
ing how tolread.) = ' » " |

B T Wy e -y - i . R

M A N ¥:Men are of Opinion that 2 Man
may fafirally know enoughi to artack or de-
fend himfelf; without the Affiftance bf Art:
. Man, ‘tho’> the only reafondble Creature,
, finds himfel{: deptived of what irratienal
. Credrutes naturally’ poffefs; ‘and he requires
, for s Improvement the Afiiltance and :Prac-
tice of ethersj the grand Arc of Wary and
that of . ufing the Sword, : which has beer
pradifed thro’ fo-many Ages,: flill find new
fnventions ; and - it may “be fard, that as
there is no Place, in whatever Situation:by-
Nature: but' requires Are to fecure 1t’sBDe-
fence y folikewife, whatever Difpofition a:
Man poffefles, he carinot be perfedt without
the AE'MG& of Rules and Praltice.

* S
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"Sowm E Men acknowledge that Skill is
neceflary 1n fingle Gombat, but that in a
Crowd or Battle it 18 altogethier ufeléfs: I
own that on thefe Oc¢cafions, it 1s lefsufeful
than in fingle Battle, by reafon of the diffe-
rent Accidents, as of Cannon, Mufquets,
and of other Arms; befides, a Man may be
attacked by feveral at once: Butif a_K‘hn
cannot -avoid being Int with-a Ball, and
fométimes with a Sword, he may, neverthe-
lefs, by the Difpofition and Agility of ‘the
Parts, more eafily defend. and return a
Thruft : Befides, being more able to hit with
the Edge or Point, he may put more Eneniies
to flight, or keep them.at a greater Diftance,
H the French Troops have always been vic-
torious, Sword 1n' Hand, a Part of the Glo-
ry is owing' to the Skill of feveral Officers;
and I'll" venture to fay, that 1if they had all
been as expert as they fhould havé been;
fou-might {ee, as well on Foot as on Horfe~
{nck, in Battleras on a Breach, A&ions
that would be not only uncommeon: but pro-
digious. It may perhaps be faid, -that our
Enemies have fome expert Officers among
them befides, that their Numberiis com-
monly lefs than in France, theré is as great:
a Difference between their Dexterity and
that of the French, as betweén thcirMaﬂel;'
an
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and our’s, from whom :jver)' few would
have learned 1f the War had not {fufpended
our Academies 4*,. ” g

&

T think 1t proper to finifh this Chapter
by cenfuting an Error as common, and
more ridiculous, than the others; which is,
of an infallible Thruft, which a great ma-
ny People think that Mafters referve for dan-
gerous Occafions, or to fell it at a dear Rate.
This wonderful Thing, is called the fecret
Thruft.' 1 don’t know whether this Error
proceeded from thofe who have not learned,
or from the Chimera of fome felf-conceited
Mafters, who have fold to ignorant Scholars,
fome Thrifts as infallible, ‘of their own
Contrivance, as ridiculous and dangerous
as the Simplicity of the Scholar and the
Knavery of the Mafter are great.

T o difcover the Error of this Opinion
you muft obferve two Things : Firft, that

in Fencing there are no more than five
Thrufts or Places, which 1 have defcribed

— e =

ek A, . Pamgrﬂ%b Monficur
L’Abbat rather introduces an Encomium on
bis Country-men, than any thing éffential to
the Art of Fencing, I leave the Reader to

bis own Opinon thereon. :
n
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in-Page 27; fhewing the Parade of* each.of
them ; and fecondly, that there is no Mo-
t'on without it’s Oppofite; fo that as you,
cannot pufh without a Motion, fo there is
no. Thruft without 1it’s Counter, and: even
feveral; for befides the different Pofitions of
the Body, there is not only the Time to
take, but alfo {everal Parades to favour the
Rifpofls, which plainly fhews; that daing
one of thefe Things properly, this imagina

ry -infalhble Thruft, far from fucceeding®
will expofe him that would make it, -

ALt the Secrets in the Thrufls that are
iven by anable Man, far from being an
flet of the Thruft, 1s only an Effet of

the Qccafion, and the Swiftnefs ; or rather of
the Judgment and Practice: By Means of
thefe Qualities all Thrufts are fecret ones,

or they wou’d be worth nothing.

A v the Thrufts in Fencing are equally
good, when they are made according to Rule,
with Swiftnefs, and on the Occafions proper
to them 3 wherefore they ought not to be ne-
gle€ted whilflt the Tume of learning them
.offers 3- not but you may {tick clofer to fome
Thrufts than to othérs, either becaufe you
may: be better difpofed for them, or becaufe
you ar¢ -more ufed to them.

el e T adlesleRt " e
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I thought that after I had expoled the
Exrots 'of féveral Perfons; I might. tell
them, that 1t 1s.contrary to the Rules of
good Breeding, to talk'of Things they do
not underftand ; that oftentimes People,
by their firft Appearance, have been thought
to- poffefs the Qualities of “knowing Men,
but have afterwards forfeited the good ?i-
ni?ln which they hadat firft impofed on
OIS, : !

FINIS,

THRUSTS
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Thrufis of Emnlation for Prizes,
4 - © . Wagers ¥c.

A L L Thrufls from the Neckband to the
Waftband are counted good.

Coups Fourreés or interchanzed Thrufts
are not counted on either fide, except one
of the Competitors has Recourfe to 1t in or-
der to make the Thrufts equal, then the
Thruft of the other 1s good, and not his.

I¥ one hits the Body and the other the
Face or below tho Waft at the {ame Time ;
the Thruft on the Body 1s counted, but not
the other.

I¥ a Man parrys with his Hand, and
afterwards hits, his Thruft 1s not good,
becaufe by parrying with the Hand, his
Antagonift’s Foil 1s lefs at Liberty than if
he had parryed with the Blade, and might
be a Reafon why he could not parry and
rifpofte.

I F aMan takes the Time, oppofing with
the Left-hand, and hits without receiving,

his Thruft is not good, becaufe if he had
, ';_.':'-'“:'f!;{fh not
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not Oppofed with the Hand, both would
have hit, the Oppofitien of the Hand fer-

ving only to avoid, but no way contribu-
ting to the Succefs of the Thruft.

I ¥ in parrying, binding, or lathing the
Foil, 1t Falls, and that the Thruft 1s made
without Interval, it is Good.

THRUSTS made with the Sword 1n

both Hands, or fhifting it from one Hand
to the other are not good.

A Mafter is not to give Judgment for his
own Scholar.










